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Chapter  I  Introduction 

Leaving  Bombay  on  24  March  1989,  Transi 
through  Singapore.  Free  telephone  cal 
Rev.  Thomas  Mathew.  Halt  at  Melbourne 
Arrival  in  Sydney.  22°  centigrade.  In  siz 
Australia  has  6th  place  and  India  7th.  Populatior 
India  is  2nd  and  Australia  is  48th.  India  ha 
800  million,  Australia  has  16|  million.  Australiai 
Dollar  equals  12  rupees  in  India.  Millionare: 
in  India. 

Chapter  II  Sqdneq  Revisited 

Alitalia  flight  to  Sydney.  Baggage  clearance 
Trolly.  Welcome  at  airport.  SBS  Channel  o 
TV.  About  100  Assyrians.  Corepiscopa  Israe 
Khouri.  Emmanuel  Y.  Michael. 

Chapter  III  St.  Marq’s  Assyrian  Church 

FAIRFIELD.  SM1THFIELD  -  ASSYRIAN  CHURCH. 
Stay  with  Harry  Nana.  Lent  season.  Diabetic 
Bishop's  Jokes.  Registered  Company.  MAF 
SHIMUN.  Mar  Dinkha,  Mar  Adhai  II.  Assyriai 
Choir.  Rabbi  Rosa.  Nine  deacons.  Memoria 
of  Mar  Yonan  of  Eilnaye  on  9  April.  Deacoi 
Wardha.  Assyrian  Radio  Programme.  Deacoi 
Robert  Jacob.  Dinner  with  Geevarghes< 
Geevarghese.  Dr.  Laurie  &  his  uncle.  Evenin; 
Visits.  Jelu  people.  Welfare  Society  of  Ma 
Zaya.  Sekhar  Zakaria  Kellaitha.  Sabri  Wanna 
Pnoel  G.  Dinkha.  Stamping  pen.  Gayassa 
Lanson  Joudo. 
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Copter  IV  In  the  Supreme  Court 

In  the  Supreme  Court,  justice  Young, 
earing  on  3  days  April  3,  4,  &  5.  Witnesses, 
ourt  No  12  A  on  the  1 3th  floor.  The  Australia , 
vdney  Morning  Herald ,  Q.  C.  s,  Barristers, 
ilicitors,  hearing.  TV  news.  Final  remark 
i  Justice  Young. 

hapter  V  Opera  House  &  Tou/er 

Sydney  Opera  House,  Tower,  Monorail, 
-arling  harbour  Manly,  Art  Gallery  & 
Iuseum.  Wrong  boat.  New  South  Wales 
arliament,  Meeting  with  Hon.  James  Samios. 

hapter  VI  Greek  Christians 

Seven  hundred  thousand  Greeks.  Archbishop 
tylianos,  Sub  Dean  Dr.  John.  Talk  to  the 
:udents.  Jokes.  Books  on  Greek  Church, 
.rchbishop’s  Prayer  at  the  opening  of  the 
arliament  building. 

hapter  VII  The  Anglican  Church 

An  important  Church  in  Australia.  Bishop 
ahn  Reid  of  South  Sydney.  Dr.  Mrs.  Margaret 
Jlars,  Dr.  Varghese  Kurien,  Alice.  Gorbachev’s 
erestroika. 

hapter  VIII  The  Coptic  Christians 

Prof.  Rafaat  Ebied,  Isis.  Syriac  Computer, 
eter  Callinicum.  Dr.  Makin  Morcos.  Coptic 
lurches. 


8 


SYDNEY  TO  CANBERRA 


Chapter  IX  Indians  in  Sijdneq 

Rev.  George  Oommen.  Bellevue  Uniting 
Church.  K.  C.  Abraham.  WetherilPark  College. 
Anand.  St.  Thomas’  Day.  Kerala  Association. 
Kairali.  C.  M.  Bhandari.  Malayalam  songs. 

Chapter  X  Farewell  Dinner 

Saturday  15th  April 

Zaia  M.  Kalo.  Ravina  Joudoh,  Master  of 
Ceremonies.  Cor  -  episcopa  Abdulla  Khoury  of 
Syrian  Orthodox  Church.  Rev.  George  Oommen 
and  Dr.  K.  C.  Abraham.  Shmouel  Wardha. 
Booklet  with  my  photo.  Cultural  programmes 
by  the  Youth.  My  speech  in  English  mixed  with 
Assyrian  language.  Other  guests. 

Chapter  XI  To  Canberra 

Morton  National  Park.  Fitzroy  Falls. 
Cambewarra  lookout:  Shoalhaven,  Kangaroo 
Valley.  Ulladulla.  Churches,  Canberra.  Parlia¬ 
ment  Building.  Bob  Hawke.  World  Council 
of  Churches  Assembly  in  1991. 

Chapter  XII  Back  to  India 

Satanic  Verses.  Farewell  at  the  airport.  18 
April  1989.  16°  centegrade.  Take  off  at  noon. 

Stop  at  Melbourne.  Started  writing  the 
outline  and  final  Chapter.  Vegetarian  meal.  59 
varieties  of  special  food.  Singapore.  Rev.  Thomas 
Mathew.  Newspaper.  Indian  News. 


FORE'WORD 


Thanks  to  the  recent  bicentennial  celebrations 
'  Australian  settlement,  terra  australis  incognita 
nknown  southern  land)  as  the  Portuguese 
oneers  christened  it;  has  come  into  the  lime- 
>ht  of  world  attention.  The  timeliness  of 
r.  Mar  Aprem’s  Sydney  to  Canberra,  a  sequel  to 
s  Australian  Assyrians,  is  highly  commendable. 

The  newly  awakened  and  ever  widening 
Imiration  for  Australia  emerging  as  a  world 
>wer  is  in  stark  contrast  with  the  earlier  neglect 
id  contempt  for  this  far  flung  inaccessible 
and-continent.  Darvin,  Trollope,  Mark  Twain, 

:>nrad . had  their  dig  at  Australia.  Oscar 

ilde  in  The  Importance  of  Being  Earnest  has 
ice  for  all  registered  the  old  world’s  attitude 
Australia.  Given  the  option  between  this 
)rld,  the  next  world,  and  Australia,  Algernon 
sponds:  “The  accounts  T  have  received  of 
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Australia  are  not  particularly  encouraging 
Proust  had  dubbed  Aussies  as  ‘speakers  of  slan: 
D.  H.  Lawrence  observes,  ‘so  phantom-like, 
ehostly’  Stevenson  has  gone  to  the  extent 
remarking:  When  I  think  of  Melbourne  I  vomit 
All  this  was  due  to  the  lingering  image 

Australia  as  a  convict  colony.  Alan  Sykes,  h 

in  fact,  traced  the  crimson  thread  ot  kinst 
with  U.  K. 

Not  confined  to  British  expansionis 
Australia  is  the  last  outpost  01  Lurope 
civilization  in  the  South  Pacific,  as  is  resona 
in  the  Australian  National  Anthem  “Advar 
Australia  Fair.”  As  a  matter  of  fact,  Austra 
is  the  lucky  country,  the  only  country  spared 
the  ravages  of  the  two  World  Wars.  In  th< 
days  of  much  lamented  environmental  pollutic 
vast  stretches  of  Australia  still  keep  virginal 
glimpse  of  the  lost  Paradise,  with  fresh  air  a 
crystal  clear  water. 

Europeans  of  all  brands  are  by  now  roo 
in  the  soil  of  Australia.  In  spite  of  the  ‘Wf 
Australia’  policy,  more  and  more  ethnic  gro 
of  Asian  origin  get  accommodated  there.  Te 
nullius  of  Yore  has  become  everyman’s  playf it 
Who  is  the  Australian?  Not  an  easily  tack 
question.  Dr.  Ross  Terrill  has  naturally 


NEY  TO  CANBERRA 


11 


client  treatise:  The  Australians:  In  Search 
an  Identity . 

No  arm-Chair  travelogue,  Dr.  Aprem’s 
iney  to  Canberra  is  in  part  an  attempt  at 
swering  the  question  of  Australian  identity, 
ar  Aprem  at  home  with  rival  factions  of 
stralian  Assyrians,  is  so  involved  and  con- 
rsant  with  Australian  ecclesiastical  minutiae 
it  he  is  cited  as  witness  in  the  Australian 
preme  Court.  Having  friends  high  up  in  the 
igliean  circles  proves  no  hindrance  to  his 
lintaining  good  relations  with  Australian 
tholics,  mainly  of  Irish  origin,  bidding  fair 
emerge  as  the  largest  religious  community  in 
istralia.  An  exalted  dignitary  of  the  Church 
the  East,  Mar  Aprem,  is  most  at  home  with 
2  Orientals  of  all  lines,  Greek  Orthodox, 

»ptic  Christians . flourishing  in  their 

w  habitat  in  all-absorbing  Australia. 

The  ubiquitous  Malayalee  capable  of 
justing  to  any  milieu  has  evolved  as  a  highly 
luential  group  in  Australian  Church  as  well 
public  affairs.  Well  settled  in  Australia, 
izrani  Mapillas  of  all  shades,  the  spiritual 
scendants  of  Apostle  Thomas  with  their 
i-old  links  with  the  cradles  of  Christianity, 
itioch  and  Baghdad  now  vie  with  one  another 
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in  playing  host  to  a  Metropolitan  of  their  ow 
Kith  and  Kin. 

Mar  Aprem’s  Sydney  to  Canberra,  then,  is  nc 
a  sightseeing  pleasure  trip  but  the  Metropolitan 
pastoral  visit  of  his  scattered  flock,  as  well  a 
on-the-spot  observation  and  study  of  siste 
Churches  in  their  evangelizing  endeavours 
Nevertheless,  true  to  his  already  international! 
established  reputation  for  never  failing  sense  o 
humour,  going  through  his  book  is  a  hilariou 
experience,  no  question  of  mere  ecclesiastics 

rigmarole.  Perusal  of  Sydney  to  Canberra  wi 
train  the  readers  to  ‘get  more  smilage  out  o 
their  lives.’ 

Dr.  Mar  Aprem  fits  in  well  in  the  wak 
of  Erasmus,  the  wittiest,  and  at  the  same  tim< 
the  wisest  medieval  scholar,  who  in  his  Socrati 
sagacity  could  afford  to  compose  a  treatis 
In  Praise  of  Folly! 


Kolazhy,  Trichur 
1  Oct  1989 


Joseph  Kolangadan 


CHAPTER  1 


IflTRODUCTIOn 

In  size,  Australia  has  the  6th  place  and  India 
s  the  7th.  But  in  the  population,  rndia  has 
e  2nd  place  and  Australia  has  only  48th  place. 

other  words  in  7,682,300  square  Km  in 
istralia  about  16  million  people  live.  In 

166,414  square  Km  in  India,  (India  is  less  than 
If  the  size  of  Australia)  800  million  people  live. 

lis  is  the  reason  for  the  poverty  in  India.  One 
istralian  dollar  is  little  more  than  12  Indian 
pees.  Some  time  an  Australian  dollar  is  worth 
^  same  as  an  Indian  rupee.  You  pay  a  dollar 
r  a  cup  of  tea  in  Australia,  while  you  pay  only 
i.  1  for  a  cup  of  tea.  That  means,  with  an 
istralian  dollar  you  can  buy  12  cups  of  tea  in 
dia. 

A  priest  in  India  gets  Rs.  1,000  salary  per 
3nth  on  the  average  But  a  priest  in  Australia 
ts  1,000  Australian  dollars  and  more.  With 
)00  rupees  you  cannot  maintain  yourself  for 

lays  in  Australia.  Converted  it  is  only  S  84  in 
astralia.  But  I  live  for  a$  84  (Rs.  1,000)  in 
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India  for  a  month.  Ofcourse  it  is  not  s 
luxurious  life. 

I  don’t  say  that  all  people  in  India  are  poor 
There  are  a  lot  of  rich  people  in  India.  Tin 
Illustrated  Weekly  dated  16  April,  1989  lists  thi 
top  thirty  tax  payers  in  India  this  year.  Witl 
black  money  playing  the  role  of  a  paralle 
economy,  this  list  is  not  conclusive.  The  inconn 
must  be  much  higher.  Even  if  we  accept  th< 
officially  declared  income  the  highest  assessable 
income  is  24.813  millions.  The  second  in  th< 
list  made  24.488  millions.  The  address  of  botl 
these  top  tax  payers  is  the  same.  So,  in  om 
family  there  is  an  income  of  49  million  rupee 
which  is  4  million  Australian  dollars.  Th< 
poorest  of  these  top  thirty  rich  men  made  more 
than  5  million  rupees. 

We  took  off  from  Bombay  at  12.00  noon  o 
24  March  1989  and  reached  Singapore  a 
4.40  p.  m.  crossing  Madras  shore  at  abou 
1.20  p.m.  Our  stay  at  Singapore  was  fror 
4.45  to  6  p.  m.  The  transit  passengers  wer 
asked  to  disembark  leaving  our  hand  luggage  ii 
the  aircraft.  The  crew  of  the  flight  disembarked 
as  another  set  of  crew  was  to  replace  them  fo 
our  onward  journey.  We  were  not  allowed  t< 
get  out  of  the  transit  area  in  the  airport. 
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Making  use  of  the  free  facility  to  make  local 
dephone  calls  I  called  my  friend  the  Rev. 
homas  Mathew,  priest  of  the  Mar  Thoma 
^rian  Church  in  Singapore.  As  soon  as  he 
3ard  my  voice  he  was  asking  whether  I  was 
)ing  to  break  journey  and  stay  with  him  for 
vo  days.  In  August  1987  when  I  returned  from 
ustralia  I  spent  a  day  with  him.  Recently  he 
as  transferred  to  Trivandrum  in  Kerala  and 
ould  be  returning  to  India  to  join  duty  in  his 
ome  state.  I  promised  that  I  would  try  to  break 
►urney  in  Singapore  during  my  return,  if  I  get 
visa  from  Singapore  Consulate  in  Australia, 
ow  most  countries  insist  the  visas  should 
i  obtained  before  you  depart  from  your  own 
nintries. 

At  12.30  a.  m.  we  were  woken  up  and  break- 
LSt  was  served.  At  1.30  a  m.  we  reached 
lelbourne.  But  we  were  told  that  the  local 
me  was  6  a.  m.  The  Australians  are  4i  hours 
lead  of  us.  We  were  asked  to  disembark  and 
ait  at  the  transit  lounge  of  the  airport.  As  I 
oked  out  it  was  still  dark  at  6  a.  m.  I  began 
wonder  whether  the  winter  had  begun.  Last 
me  when  I  went  to  Australia  in  August,  I  was 
pecting  hot  weather.  But  it  was  about  10° 
ntegrade  in  the  morning  and  about  16°  or  17° 
noon.  I  learned  that  the  winter  was  just  over 
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in  August.  When  does  it  start?  April  or  Ma; 
I  am  not  sure. 

The  air  hostess  announced  that  the  weatht 
outside  was  30°  centegrade.  Did  she  say  13  c 
30?  I  began  to  wonder  [  would  find  it  out  soo 
when  I  get  out  of  the  airport.  But  at  the  titn 
of  writing  this  I  was  in  suspense.  Even  if  it  wet 
13  it  would  be  better  than  19  87  August  when 
came.  If  it  were  30,  then  it  would  be  somewht 
the  same  as  in  Trichur  where  I  came  from.  A 
Singapore,  a  few  hours  earlier  the  hostess  ha 
announced  the  local  temperature  as  84  degree: 
But  it  was  in  Farenheit  and  not  in  Centegrad* 
I  was  not  able  to  recall  what  84  degree  Farenhei 
would  be  when  it  was  converted  to  Centegrad 
or  Celsius  system.  Later  I  understood  84°F  wa 
equal  to  29°c. 


CHAPTER  2 


SVDflEV  REVISITED 

When  our  Alitalia  flight  touched  Sydney 
rport  on  Saturday  25th  March  morning  at 
bout  8.30  a.  m.  I  got  out  first  and  walked  fast 
)  the  baggage  area  after  going  through  the 
nmigration  formalities. 

At  the  baggage  area  I  had  a  new  problem  to 
tee.  A  nominal  rental  of  SI  or  S2  was  levied 
ar  using  a  hand  trolley.  It  did  not  bother  me 

hether  it  was  SI  or  $2,  as  I  did  not  carry 
ny  dollar,  neither  Australian  nor  American. 

/hen  I  got  into  the  flight  in  Bombay,  I  knew  I 
ould  not  need  any  dollar  till  I  was  met  at  the 
irport  in  Sydney  by  my  people.  Moreover  the 
and  trolleys  were  available  free  of  charge  when 
went  to  Australia  previously  and  it  is  so  even 
ow  in  India.  My  opinion  is  that  they  should  not 
reate  such  difficulties  for  international  travel¬ 
's.  If  the  Australian  embassy  could  give  us 
visa  without  any  charge,  the  airport  in  Sydney 
lould  show  the  courtesy  of  free  use  of  hand 
■olley  for  a  tired  passenger.  To  solve  the  dollar 
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problem  I  carried  the  baggage  in  my  two  hand 
leaving  the  hand  trolly  to  rest  in  its  place. 

A  sitar  in  my  right  hand  and  a  suitcase  am 
a  brief  case  in  my  left  hand  I  walked  out  of  th 
green  channel  of  the  customs.  The  sitar,  th 
Indian  musical  instrument,  weighed  only  I  Kg 
but  with  its  strong  wooden  case  its  weight  wa 
about  10  Kg.  The  suitcase  weighed  1 1  Kgs  an< 
the  brief  case  also  weighed  about  the  same 
I  had  packed  my  brief  case  with  books  and  sui 
case  with  personal  things  &  clothes  to  redua 
the  weight  of  the  suitcase  which  had  to  b* 
weighed-  And  the  usual  free  baggage  allowanc* 
is  only  20  Kg.  Tiie  brief  case,  however  heavy  i 
may  be,  as  long  as  it  appears  to  be  a  brief  case 
is  not  required  to  be  put  on  the  weighing  mach 
ine.  Nobody  knows  its  weight  except  the  mar 
who  carries  it. 

Not  realising  that  I  was  a  V.  I.  P.  I  walkec 
out  with  my  sitar.  For  the  information  of  m) 
Indian  readeis  it  must  be  added  that  porters  ar€ 
not  available  in  foreign  countries.  In  India  ever 
in  a  bus  stand  porters  or  coolies  are  available  ir 
plenty.  Even  when  you  do  not  need  their  helf 
they  grab  the  suitcase  from  your  hand  and  walk 

to  the  taxi  or  rikshaw  and  make  you  pay  what 
they  demand. 
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The  channel  (that  is  the  way  my  Assyrian 
iends  refer  to  the  news  reporter  of  the 
levision)  was  shooting  me  with  his  camera  as  I 
as  coming  carrying  my  sitar.  When  the  news 
era  appeared  on  the  channel  the  same  evening 
rey  had  shown  only  the  suitcase  and  brief-  case 
i  my  left  hand  and  had  cut  off  the  view  of  the 
aggage  in  my  right  hand.  Because  of  the  large 
ze  of  the  wooden  case  which  would  look  like  a 
>ff in  to  the  TV  viewers  they  tactfully  closed  the 
/es  of  the  camera  to  the  contents  in  the  right 
and. 

Emilia,  the  bright  newsreporter  of  the 
ustralian  TV  SBS  channel,  had  done  her  horne- 
ork  before  she  interviewed  me  at  the  airport. 
Are  you  not  Catholics?”  “No,  we  are  not  under 
le  Pope”,  replied  I  like  a  church  historian. 
Some  Assyrians  are  under  the  Pope  through 
eir  patriarch  in  Bagdad.  They  are  known  as 
haldeans  in  Iraq  as  well  as. in  Australia”-  Then 
went  on  answering  all  her  questions  even  many 
inutes  after  the  one-minute  interview  sought 
)r  was  over.  She  asked  many  questions 
bout  the  Church,  especially  because  she  had 
[ready  read  my  book  “ Australian  Assyrians ”. 
nd  I  gave  her  my  new  book  Laugh  with  the 
ishop.  The  reason  for  the  mistaken  identity 
guessed  later,  must  have  been  the  inscription 


20 


FROM  SYDNEY  TO  CANBERR 


on  my  letter-head  “Holy  Catholic  Apostoli 
Church  of  the  East”.  The  “Catholic”  as  ai 
adjective  to  our  Church,  is  a  common  expressioi 
used  by  all  ancient  Churches.  It  is  from  th 
Nicene  Creed.  It  does  not  mean  “Romai 
Catholic”  as  some  of  us  mean  today.  Ofcours. 
words  are  often  confusing.  “What  is  in  ; 
name?” 

Cor-episcopa  Israel  Saed  Khoury.  son  oi 
late  Qasha  Pathrose,  Arch-deacon.  Lebanon  wa 
present  to  receive  me.  Israel  Khoury  was  £ 
deacon  in  Beirut  during  my  only  visit  to  Beiru 
in  1962  on  my  way  back  from  England  after  m; 
studies  at  St.  Boniface  College,  Warminstei 
(part  of  King’s  College,  Londonjon  a  scholarshif 
from  the  World  Council  of  Churches.  At  thai 
time  I  was  a  deacon — my  name  Deacon  George 
Mooken.  It  was  nice  to  see  him  and  wife  and  hii 
two  year  old  daughter  who  has  already  become 
a  mother  of  the  two  children. 

Mr.  Zaia  M.  Kalo  is  the  president  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Marth  Mariyam  Church  ir 
Fairfield  just  outside  Sydney.  He  was  away  ir 
America  when  I  first  visited  Sydney  in  August 
1987.  Still  I  could  recognize  him  as  he  lookec 
like  his  younger  brother  Rev.  Awiqam  Marbem 
Pithyon  who  is  our  priest  in  Chicago  and  £ 
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*mer  student  of  the  Seminary  near  Trichur  in 
57-68.  There  were  about  100  people  gathered 
ire  to  welcome  me.  I  readily  recognized  some 
1  friends  such  as  Pathrose  Daniel,  Mr.  Neesan 


Emmanuel  Y.  Michael  was  here.  He  used 
write  to  me  from  Kuwait.  During  my  last 
it  to  Sydney  1  had  met  his  wife’s  brother 
iryawesh,  son  of  Major  Enwiyah,  President 
the  Church  Committee  in  Bagdad  whom  \ 
i  the  privilege  to  meet  in  Bagdad  in  1977  and 
54.  Emmanuel  is  a  computer  expert.  He  was 
i  superintendent  of  the  Data  Services  Group, 
:he  Kuwait  Oil  Company  in  Ahmadi,  Kuwait, 
says  he  has  read  all  my  books.  And  I  believe 
n  because  I  read  a  brief  history  of  our  Church 
the  present  century  compiled  from  my  books 
;h  as  Mar  Abimalek  Thimotheus ,  Mar  Thoma 
rmo  etc.  My  memory  goes  back  to  Opera 
>tel,  Bagdad  when  I  met  Emmanuel  Michael's 
)ther.  When  I  asked  him  or  somebody  with 
n  whether  there  were  any  educated  young  men 
alified  to  be  bishops  of  our  Church,  somebody 
)lied  “we  have  one  Emmanuel  Michael,  but  he 
d  gone  to  Kuwait  the  previous  year  to  take  up 
iployment.  He  knows  ancient  and  modern 
amaie  language.”  This  conversation  was  in 
58.  One  year  later  he  returned  from  Kuwait 
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and  married  the  daughter  of  Majoi  Enwiah.  I  at 
haopy  to  mention  that  we  kept  up  coi  i  espondencc 
for  decades  although  we  had  never  met.  I 
Sydney  we  got  the  chance  to  be  acquainted.  H 
has  a  personal  computer  at  home  and  types  Syria 
language  on  his  computer.  He  teaches  in  th 
Saturday  School  of  our  Marth  Mariyam  Church 
He  served  as  my  interpreter  on  one  and  a  hal 
occasion.  “One  and  a  half”  I  mean  tor  th 
second  speech  after  the  first  half  I  began  to  us 
many  Assyrian  words  in  my  English  speech  an< 
the  interpreter  interrupted  me  by  saying  “ 
better  stop  because  the  listeners  are  followin 
your  sermon  without  my  help.”  As  a  matter  o 
fact,  my  speech  was  an  audio  visual  performance 
People  understood  me  not  only  through  the  fe\ 
Assyrian  words  I  uttered,  but  the  action  I  usee 
The  listeners  had  already  laughed  when  I  ha< 
cracked  a  joke  and  it  was  too  much  to  expec 
them  to  laugh  for  a  second  time  at  the  time  o 
translation. 


CHAPTER  3 


St.  IDARY'S  RSSYRIfin  CHURCH 

From  the  airport  I  was  escorted  to  the 
burb  of  Sydney  called  Fairfield  where  most 

Syrians  in  Australia  are  congregated.  The 
arth  Mariyam  Church  is  in  the  Fairfield,  to  be 

act  it  is  in  Smithfield  laying  adjacent  to 
irfield.  As  soon  as  I  reached  the  Marth 
iriyam  Church  I  was  welcomed  in  the  Church 
11  with  a  Thamtha  (breakfast).  Few  words  of 
lcome  were  said.  I  made  a  speech  encouraging 
r  Assyrian  brethren,  as  well  as  conveying 
5  greetings  of  our  ancient  Church  in  India. 

Since  I  was  tired  after  a  long  journey  from 
ichur  to  Cochin  by  car  and  Cochin  to  Bombay 

Indian  Airlines  flight  and  from  Bombay  to 
3ney  by  Alitalia,  I  was  taken  to  the  house, 

ere  I  was  to  stay  for  the  next  twenty  five 
/s.  House  No.  28  in  Olive  Street  in  Fairfield 
lot  very  far  from  the  Church,  three  minutes 
ve  by  car.  It  is  the  house  of  Harry  (Sancherub) 

na,  whose  father  was  the  leader  of  the 
eration  of  the  Church  at  Sydney  from  the 
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leadership  of  the  bishop  whom  they  did  nc 
want.  Harry’s  late  father  had  given  leaderski 
to  the  people  in  Sydney  to  invite  Patriarch  Me 
Adhai  II  of  Bagdad,  Iraq  to  take  the  Church  i 
Sydney  under  his  care. 

It  will  be  an  act  of  ingratitude  on  my  pai 
if  I  do  not  express  publicly  my  appreciation  c 
the  care  Harry’s  wife  Dalale  had  taken  to  coo 
proper  food  for  me.  As  I  am  a  diabetic  I  di 
not  eat  much,  even  if  it  did  not  contain  an 
sugar.  “The  Lebanese  bread  is  okay”,  sh 
would  insist.  Anything  in  excess  is  too  bad  fc 
diabetic  whether  bread,  rice,  or  fruit,  not  t 
mention  jam  etc. 

It  being  lent  season  I  would  not  touch  mill 
butter,  fish,  egg  etc.  I  should  not  have  visite 

them  in  Lent.  Or  I  should  extend  my  stay  wit 
them  till  after  Lent  to  have  better  food.  No, 

weigh  72  Kgs.  I  should  reduce  to  69  Kg 
If  I  ate  even  a  portion  of  what  she  gave,  I  woul 
go  back  to  82  Kgs  which  I  weighed  five  years  ag( 

After  a  few  days  I  realised  that  the  sugar  i 
my  urine  had  gone  up.  She  was  sorry  about 
and  then  she  was  slow  in  encouraging  me  to  er 
more. 

When  I  finally  got  a  Pathology  check  U| 
the  sugar  level  in  my  blood  had  gone  up.  Th 
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ustralians  have  a  different  system  of  assessing 
gar  levels  in  the  blood.  When  I  find  the 
■e-prandial  sugar  level  as  100  or  110  and  160 
ter  food  I  take  it  was  normal.  Ofcourse,  it  is 
,e  topmost  permissible  level  of  the  normal. 
;ill  once  you  have  become  a  diabetic  you  do 
at  expect  the  blood  sugar  level  to  go  down  to 
)  (fasting)  and  120  after  food,  as  it  is  in  the 
ise  of  the  people  whose  blood  sugar  level  is 
i  the  lower  limit  of  the  normal.  If  it  goes 
>wer  than  that,  they  should  be  careful. 

My  sugar  level  had  gone  above  300  mg/ 100  ml 
'hen  I  returned  from  abroad  in  Sept  1988.  I 
ad  brought  it  down  to  about  180  mg/ 100  ml 
nd  was  hoping  to  bring  it  to  160  or  170.  But 
went  up  after  I  went  to  Australia.  I  do  not 
now  whether  it  was  back  again  to  above  300  as 
was  in  September  or  somewhere  around  224, 
s  it  was  one  week  after  my  return  to  India, 
ustralian  system  showed  the  blood  sugar  before 
Dod  as  8.8  mmol/1  and  after  food  15.7,  there 
le  normal  level  is  3.6 — 6.1  mmol/1.  With  my 
lyman’s  expertise  I  began  to  convert  it  to  the 
idian  system  to  guage  the  real  danger  involved, 
ince  6.1  is  the  upper  limit  of  their  normal,  I 
mltiplied  it  by  20.  and  thus  6.1  becomes  122 
nd  by  the  same  calculation  8.8  becomes  176 
nd  15.7  becomes  314.  Then  I  began  to  think 
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that  122  as  normal  was  high,  since  110  i 
considered  normal  in  'Irichur.  Hence  I  multiplie 
these  figures  by  18  instead  of  20.  Then  th 
figures  that  derived  were  109.8  as  normal  an 
158.4  for  fasting  and  282.6  two  hours  after  fooc 

152  before  food  and  282  after  food  is  no 
frightening  to  me  because  of  my  long  experienc 
of  12  years  as  a  diabetic  patient.  But  my  docto 
friend  did  not  take  it  lightly  Dr.  K.  Ittiman 
is  from  my  hometown,  Trichur.  He  is  th 
younger  brother  of  the  Trichur  YMCA  President 
Advocate  K.  V.  Tharu.  I  had  made  the  acquain 
tance  of  Dr.  Ittimani  already  during  my  ! 98 
trip  to  Sydney.  But  I  had  no  need  to  seek  hi 
medical  help  at  that  time.  But  in  this  trip  I  fel 
the  need  to  seek  his  help.  He  said  that  thi 
was  a  serious  situation.  Diabetics  if  ignored  cai 
cause  serious  damage  to  the  kidney,  eye,  hear 
etc.  Dr.  Ittimani  refused  to  discuss  myconditioi 
openly  in  the  presence  of  our  Malayalee  friend 
in  the  house  of  Rev  George  Oomen  where  wi 
had  gathered  for  a  hearty  Malayalee  meal.  Man 
like  me  already  know  the  gravity  of  the  condition 
Still  they  are  careless,  like  me. 

Fortunately  my  blood  pressure  and  chole 
sterol  level  are  normal.  The  Electrocardiogran 
reading  was  also  normal.  The  coloured  commen 
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my  Pathology  report  was  “The  elevated 
>ting  and  2  hour  post  prandial  glucoses  are 
nsistent  with  diabetis  mellitus...”  The  more 
ngerous  signal  was  from  the  micro  albumin 
;t  of  the  urine.  It  was  high  indeed.  Instead 

0-30  mg/L  it  had  shot  up  to  36.  This  could 
'ect  the  functioning  of  my  kidney.  I  was 

vised  to  drink  more  water  and  to  bring  blood 
®ar  back  to  normal  by  taking  two  tablets 
.tead  of  one  I  was  taking  in  the  morning  in 
dition  to  one  in  the  afternoon.  I  obeyed  his 
ders.  I  was  asked  to  read  the  instruction 
set  about  diabetics  etc.  every  month  as  a 
iigious  ritual. 

“Actually  you  should  be  admitted  to  a 

spital  for  at  least  four  days  to  bring  the  blood 
gar  level  back  to  normal”  observed  Dr.Ittimani. 

eplied  even  for  an  hour  that  I  had  never  been 
a  hospital  in  my  49  years,  except  when  I 

lyed  in  an  Annexe  Building  twice  a  year  while 

;ending  the  Christian  Medical  College,  Vellore 
uncil  meetings.  Inspite  of  my  unwillingness 

go  to  hospital  to  seek  medical  help  from 
ctors,  I  promised  Dr.  Ittimani  that  I  would 
:et  a  doctor  and  show  the  cardiogram  etc.  as 
an  as  I  returned  to  Trichur. 

To  make  that  description  upto-date,  1  must 
ite  that  a  week  after  my  return  to  India  I 
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checked  the  blood  sugar  level.  It  read  120mg/n 
before  food  and  224  mg/ml  two  hours  after  foot 
It  was  high  indeed.  I  again  started  taking  tw 
tablets  in  the  morning  instead  of  the  one  table 
hoping  that  the  blood  sugar  content  in  the  bloo 
would  be  considerably  reduced.  Further, 
started  the  day  with  a  morning  walk.  After  tw 
weeks  I  got  my  blood  tested  again.  To  tny  gre< 
relief  I  read  the  results  152  mg/m.l.  after  foot 
It  is  just  2  mg.  above  the  maximum  normal  Ievi 
of  150  mg.  Then  I  wanted  to  reduce  the  dose  c 
my  tablet  from  2  to  1  in  the  morning.  But  when 
telephoned  to  Dr.  Zachariah  Thomas  M.D.,D.M 
Professor  at  the  Trichur  Medical  College,  h 
suggested  two  tests  more  to  make  sure  that  ther 
was  no  serious  damage,  to  my  system  despite  m 
being  a  diabetic  for  12  years.  Thus  blood  wg 
tested  to  assess  blood  urea.  It  was  34  mg%  wher 
the  normal  is  14-40  mg%.  Serum  creatinine  W£ 
1.1  mg%  where  the  normal  is  1  -  2  mg%. 

The  second  test  was  to  estimate  24  hour 
urinary  protein.  In  India  there  is  no  micr 
albumin  test  of  the  urine  which  I  took  in  Sydne) 
the  result  of  which  showed  some  signal  fc 
caution.  1  he  24  hour  urine  protein  test  will  sen 
the  purpose  of  assessing  any  damage  to  kidney: 
Although  in  1988  during  the  meetings  of  th 
Council  ot  Christian  Medical  College  &  Hospiti 
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Vellore,  Tamilnadu  I  was  advised  by  Dr.  Mrs. 

ly  John,  Professor  of  Medicine,  to  take  such  a 
st,  I  made  excuse  saying  that  it  was  not  conve¬ 
rt  to  collect  24  hours  urine  as  1  was  busy 
tending  meetings.  Now  in  Trichur  1  did  not 
ink  of  making  any  excuse,  as  I  was  myself 

xious  to  know  the  result.  When  the  result 
me  I  read  with  relief :  “40  mg/24  hours.  Normal 

nge:  25  -  70  mg/24  hours.”  A  diabetic  patient 
ould  reconcile  himself  to  a  condition  of 
e  -  long  abstinence  from  sugar  &  sweet  things. 
If  discipline  is  a  very  important  factor  for  a 
abetic  patient. 

Rev.  Kiwarkis  Thoma  from  Melbourne 
s  additional  charge  of  the  congregation  in 
rdney.  Therefore  he  came  from  Melbourne 
id  he  spent  several  days  with  me.  His  presence 
Sydney  is  required  because  he  has  a  marriage 
lebrant's  license  to  conduct  marriages  anywhere 

Australia.  Cor  -  episcopa  Israel  Khoury  didn't 
ive  such  a  license.  That  was  why  Fr.  K.  Thoma 

id  to  come  from  such  a  long  distance.  I  asked 
*.  Thoma  what  was  the  qualification  required 

get  a  marriage  celebrant’s  license  in  Australia, 
e  said  that  he  had  to  take  a  test  in  English 
aguage.  I  felt  that  it  was  a  good  rule.  Priests 
Australia  with  inadequate  knowledge  of  the 
igiish  language  can  be  tricked  into  marrying  off 
:ong  couples  or  administering  incorrect  oaths. 
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In  my  book  Bishop’s  Jokes  I  have  writte 
about  a  Cabinet  minister  under  Prime  Ministe 
Jawaharlal  Nehru  who  did  not  know  muc 
English.  As  a  cabinet  minister,  he  had  to  atten 
receptions  of  ambassadors  etc.  He  was  taugb 
to  ask  three  questions  1.  What  is  your  name 
2.  Are  you  married?  3.  Htv  ntny  children  hav 
you?  This  minister  met  one  ambassador  and  afte 
asking  his  name,  he  asked  “Are  you  married?' 
The  ambassador  replied  “No”.  Then  he  askei 
the  next  question  “How  many  children  hav 
you?”  He  got  a  slap  on  his  face.  Then  th' 
minister  decided  to  change  the  order  of  hi 
question.  He  moved  to  the  next  ambassado 
and  after  asking  his  name  he  queried  “Ho\ 
many  children  have  you?”  He  politely  replie< 
“two”.  Then  he  asked  the  question  “Are  yoi 
married?”  He  got  a  slap  from  this  ambassado 
also.  This  story  is  a  joke  by  Indian  thinking 
perhaps  in  the  West  it  is  not  a  joke,  it  is  < 
relevant  question! 

There  are  more  than  2000  members  includ, 
ing  children  worshipping  at  the  St.  Mary’: 
Assyrian  Church  at  94  Polding  Street.  Since  the 
members  are  living  at  far  distances  all  member: 
do  not  come  every  Sunday.  When  there  is  e 
festival  or  some  important  event,  the  Church  i: 
full  of  people  who  stay  in  the  Church  hall  which 
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>nthe  eastern  side  of  the  Church,  in  the  same 
Iding.  Some  people  stand  in  the  car  parking 
:a.  Actually  time  has  come  to  rebuild  this 
urch  or  to  find  a  suitable  large  area  to 
istruct  a  new  Church. 

It  was  in  February  1972  a  trust  was  formed 

der  the  leadership  of  Mar  Eshai  Shimun 
triarch.  After  he  married  on  16  August  1973 

:  members  of  the  trust  began  to  worry  whether 
ir  Shimun  or  his  children  would  claim  this 

aperty.  So  in  1974  a  company  was  registered 
which  the  members  of  the  company  (Holy 

tholic  Apostolic  Church  of  the  East  (Assyrian) 
aid  control  the  property.  Archdeacon  Yonan 
warkis  was  appointed  as  the  priest.  The 
;sident  of  the  Committee  always  had  more 
wers  on  the  property  as  it  was  a  company. 

In  1984  Rev.  Joseph  Zaia  was  consecrated  as 
ar  Meilis  and  was  appointed  as  Bishop  for 
istralia.  In  1985  he  arrived  in  Sydney  This 
ung  bishop,  about  27  years  old,  originally  from 
iq,  was  a  computer  programmer  in  America 
d  had  been  a  priest  for  about  2  years  before 
coming  bishop. 

The  committee  in  Sydney  protested  against 
i  appointment.  Mar  Dinkha  IV  Patriarch 
asecrated  in  England  in  1976,  who  shifted  his 
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residence  from  Tehran  to  Chicago  in  July  198 
insisted  that  Mar  Meilis  should  oe  the  Bish( 

of  Australia,  whether  the  people  like  him  or  n< 

Mar  Dinkha  in  1986  sent  two  bishops  (M 
Aprim  Khamis  of  Chicago  and  Mar  Ashur  Baw 
of  California)  to  Sydney  for  reconciliation. 

A  temporary  truce  was  achieved.  Mr.  Jac< 
Jacob,  Secretary  of  the  Church  Council,  wro 
an  official  letter  to  the  delegate  Bishops  dat 
28  May  1986  as  follows. 

“In  accordance  with  your  request  and 
per  document  executed  between  you  and  tl 
Church  Council  on  15th  May,  1986  we  here 
confirm  and  recognize  that  His  Grace  Mar  Mei 
Zaia,  is  the  Representative  of  His  Holiness  a 
Bishop  of  Australia.” 

Mar  Meilis  was  again  out  of  the  St.  Mar; 
Church.  He  began  to  conduct  services  in 
hall  in  the  public  school  where  he  still  is.  I 

has  started  the  construction  of  a  Church  nam 
Rabban  Hormizd.  Although  his  enemies  say  tl 
he  has  only  about  1000  members,  he  claims  tl 
he  has  more  members  than  the  worshippers 
St.  Mary’s  Church. 

Archdeacon  Kiwarkis  Yonan  was  the  prii 
of  the  Church  from  the  beginning.  He  sto 
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he  Committee  against  the  Bishop.  Finally 
988  h^  changed  and  surrendered  to  the 
.op.  The  committee  got  him  dismissed. 

Patriarch  Mar  Adhai  II  of  Bagdad  made  his 
;  visit  to  Australia  in  August  1984.  He 
brated  holy  Qurbana  (communion)  in 
Mary's  Church  assisted  by  his  Chaplain 
Nestorius  Esho  and  Fr.  Kiwarkis  Thoma  who 
the  priest  appointed  to  Melbourne.  Arch- 
;on  Kiwarkis  Yonan  wore  Urara  (stole)  and 
?  husiyi  (absolution)  to  the  people  during  the 
ice  so  that  people  could  receive  holy  Qurbana 
n  the  Patriarch.  Archdeacon  also  took  the 
lice  (Kasa)  to  the  altar  and  refilled  it  with 
e  and  handed  over  to  the  priest  after  bless- 
it  so  that  the  priest  who  was  giving  holy  wine 
he  faithful  could  continue  to  do  so.  Many 
eons  including  Romeo  (now  Fr.  Romeo, 
’etary  to  Bishop  Meilis)  received  Qurbana 
n  Patriarch  Mar  Adhai  II.  Th  ese  things  were 
b>Ie  from  the  video  film  shown  in  the  supreme 
rt  on  Wednesday  5  April  1989. 

Patriarch  made  his  second  visit  to  Sydney  in 
;ust  1987.  When  he  celebrated  Qurbana  this 
e  on  16  August  at  St.  Mary’s  Church, 
Kiwarkis  Thoma,  who  assisted  him  in  1984, 
not  present  there,  because  he  was  assisting 
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the  present  writer  at  Melbourne  on  that  day. 
addition  to  Fr.  Nestoris  Esho  of  Bagdad  w 
assisted  Patriarch  Mar  Adhai  II  in  1984.  Fr. 
Thoma  assisted  him  this  time  also.  Sevei 
deacons  assisted  him  this  time.  The  deacon  w 
read  the  Karozutha  (litany)  praying  for  be 
Patriarchs  Mir  Dinkha  and  Mir  Adhai  was  t 
son  of  Archdeacon  Kiwarkis  Yonan.  The  Arc 
deacon  himself  was  present  during  the  servi 
and  made  the  announcement  standing  in  front 
the  altar  in  which  the  name  of  Patriarch  M 
Adhai  was  mentioned.  All  these  things  were 
the  video  film  shown  in  the  Supreme  Court 
Sydney  on  Tuesday  4th  April  1989. 

My  impression  of  the  worship  in  the  S 
Mary’s  Church,  was  as  a  whole  satisfactor 
There  was  the  participation  of  a  considerat 
big  congregation.  On  the  northern  side  w 
a  group  of  men  and  deacons  singing  and  chantin 
On  the  southern  side  was  the  Choir  of  girls  und 
the  leadership  of  Rabbi  Rosa.  I  was  amus< 
when  I  heard  first  ‘Rabi  Rosa’  because  I  ha' 
always  heard  the  word  Rabi  used  for  me 
Actually  Rabi  means  teacher  and  teachers  c; 
be  men  or  women.  But  somehow  in  India  vc 
have  made  a  rule  to  call  male  teachers  “Master 
and  female  teachers  simply  “teacher”, 
colleges  the  “teacher”  is  not  dignified  enoug 
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ice  the  lady  teachers  (who  are  not  professors) 
referred  to  as  “Miss”.  It  is  embarassing 
a  teacher’s  daughter  to  hear  her  mother 

:rred  to  as  “Miss”,  because  she  knows  that 
mother  is  not  a  Miss  but  a  Mrs.  The 

rnative  “Mrs”  is  also  not  very  satisfactory. 

ause  it  is  awkward  for  a  male  student  in  a 
lege  to  describe  his  female  teacher  as  “my 

>.”  I  feel  that  under  the  present  circum- 
ices  in  our  area  it  is  better  to  continue  to  call 
1  the  unmarried  and  married  lady  teachers 
'Miss.”  And  most  married  lady  teachers  do 
get  offended  by  it! 

There  is  an  electronic  organ  in  the  Church, 
s  an  expensive  one.  I  played  on  it.  I 

erstood  that  there  was  nobody  who  could 
it.  It  seems  that  sometime  ago  there  was 

organist.  I  wish  somebody  would  learn  it. 

a  matter  fact  even  without  any  musical 
rument  Rabbi  Rosa  was  managing  the  choir 

onably  well.  The  members  of  the  choir 
;  robes  and  caps.  There  is  a  choir  room 
nd  Baptism  room  for  them  to  put  their 
;s  on. 

In  July  1988  Patriarch  Mar  Adhai  II  of 
dad  visited  Sydney  at  the  invitation  of  the 
Mary’s  Church  where  he  had  conducted 
r  services  in  1984  and  1987.  He  spent  about 
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3  months  in  Australia  returning  to  Bagdad  or 
in  October.  Meanwhile  in  September  the  H( 
Apostolic  Catholic  Church  of  the  East  in  Sydn 
decided  to  change  allegiance  to  His  Holint 
Mar  Adhai  If. 

During  his  stay  in  Sydney  he  ordained  t' 
deacons  namely  Andreos  Oshana  and  Geor 
Geevarghese.  In  addition  to  these  two  deaco 
the  following  seven  deacons  who  were  ordain^ 
earlier  by  the  bishops  of  the  opposite  group  us 
to  come  and  see  me  or  assist  me  during  my  da) 
They  are 


2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 
7. 


Deacon  Emmanuel  Kelaita 
,,  Shauel  Thalya 

,,  Wardha  (Walter)  Adams 

,,  Robert  Jacob 

,,  Dinkha  Wardha 

,,  Aboud  Dinkha 

,,  Yuav  Askaroo 


Deacon  Emmanuel  Kelaita  claims  that  he 
the  senior  most  of  all  the  deacons  in  that  Churcl 
One  of  the  other  deacons  told  me  that  he  is  tf 
senior  deacon.  Deacon  Emmanuel  Kelaita  tol 
me  that  he  was  ordained  on  13  June  1969  t 
Mar  Yosip  Khananishu  in  Iraq.  I  noted  the  dal 
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ecause  it  was  on  that  date  four  years  earlier 
e.  in  1965,  I  was  promoted  as  a  priest.  Still 

arther  25  years  earlier,  it  was  on  this  date  that 
was  born.  Here  I  was  talking  to  a  deacon  who 

'as  ordained  on  my  first  birthday  after  I  had 
een  consecrated  as  Metropolitan  in  1968. 

Deacon  Ammu  (Emmanuel)  captured  my 
ttention  as  soon  as  I  met  him.  He  is  a  pleasant 
onversationalist.  He  tells  many  stories.  To 
ly  surprise,  many  of  his  fellow  Assyrians  do  not 
ake  him  seriously.  They  say  way  back  in  Iraq 
hey  used  to  hear  adventures  of  his  army  life. 

'hey  think  these  are  exaggerations.  He  told  me 
»f  an  air  crash  he  had  in  India  about  13  years 

go,  while  returning  from  a  holiday  in  Beirut, 
'hen  he  came  to  Trichur  and  visited  many 
Churches.  I  looked  at  the  faces  of  listeners 
v'hen  he  repeated  about  his  air  crash  in  India 
nd  I  could  feel  how  much  they  disbelieve  his 
tories. 

Deacon  Shaul  Thalya  has  been  serving 
his  Church  for  several  years.  He  is  an  Elnaya 
nd  is  proud  of  his  tribal  heritage.  The  village 
>f  Eil  had  the  Church  of  Mar  Yonan.  Deacon 
haul  Thalya  has  great  admiration  for  Mar 
fonan,  the  saint.  Once  he  argued  with  Jelu 

eople  in  my  presence.  I  knew  Jelu  people  are 
tronger  and  more  in  number  than  Elnaye.  But 
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deacon  Shaul  argued  that  Elnaye  are  more  in 
number  than  Jelwaye.  If  the  Jelu  people  are 
50,000  the  Elnaye  are  more  than  6  million.  “How 
could  that  be”,  I  was  curious  to  hear  his  argu¬ 
ment.  He  replied  that  Mar  Aprem  told  that 
there  are  more  than  6  million  Christians  in  India 
who  are  called  Syrian  Christians,  tracing  their 
history  back  to  the  time  of  St.  Thomas.  These 
six  million  Syrian  Christians  are  definitely  not 
Jelu  people.  They  are  Indians  by  race.  But 
Mar  Thoma  Darmo  worked  in  India  as  our 
Metropolitan  (1952-68  Sept.)  Thus  all  the  Indians 
can  claim  some  connection  with  the  tribe  of  Mar 
Thoma  Darmo.  And  he  was  an  Elnaya.  Hence 
all  Syrian  Christians  are  closer  to  Elnaye  than 
Jilwaye  !  What  an  argument. 

On  9th  April  we  had  the  Memorial  of  Mar 
Yonan.  The  Elnaye  people  served  breakfast  for 
all  the  people  after  Qurbana.  Deacon  Shaul 
was  so  very  proud  to  hear  me  tell  an  audience  of 
about  a  1000  people  that  the  first  Church  the 
late  Mar  Thoma  Darmo  built  in  India  was  called 
Mar  Yonan  Church. 

Deacon  Wardha  Adams  is  a  very  active 
deacon.  Since  Wardha  is  not  a  common  name 
in  Australia  he  has  taken  a  new  name  Albert. 
Actually  ‘Wardha'  in  Aramaic  language  means 
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ose.  He  did  not  take  that  name  because  it  is 
imale  name.  I  wonder  whether  Wardha  (Rose) 
a  name  for  males  in  Iraq. 

Deacon  Wardha  has  a  good  voice  and  so 
e  directs  the  Wednesday  evening  Assyrian  Radio 
rogramme  “the  Bells  of  Marth  Mariyam 
hurch.”  He  assisted  me  for  holy  Qurbana  and 
elped  me  with  the  pronunciation  of  words  in 
lodern  spoken  language  when  I  read  the  Gospel 
1  that  language.  For  my  farewell  dinner  he  was 
resent  there  with  his  recording  equipment  and 
e  told  me  that  my  speech  would  be  on  the  radio 
rogramme  for  a  few  more  Wednesdays  as  he 
as  planning  to  broadcast  10  minutes  of  my 
aeech  on  every  Wednesday.  He  was  at  the 
irport  to  see  me  off  and  kept  interviewing  me 
ar  the  radio  until  the  last  minute.  I  think  he 
as  enough  of  my  talks  for  several  weeks. 

Deacon  Robert  Jacob  invited  me  to  have 
ood  in  his  home  on  16th  April.  His  father 
acob  Jacob  is  a  member  of  the  Church 
'ommittee.  He  speaks  English  well.  He  used 
a  help  the  immigration  of  his  fellow  Assyrians 
y  filling  immigration  papers.  Deacon  Robert’s 
ather  -  in  -  law  Pathrose  was  also  there. 
)r.  Boodakh,  an  Assyrian  doctor  working  in 
’oulose,  France,  was  there.  He  is  f rom  Sarasang, 
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a  hill  station  north  of  Mosul,  in  Iraq.  Our 
meeting  reminded  me  of  Qasna  Odisho  of 
Sarasang  who  was  staying  in  Mosul  in  1962, 
during  the  reign  of  Abdul  ICaieem  ICasim,  when 
I  was  staying  as  a  guest  in  the  house  of  Deacon 
Gewargis  Benjamin  of  Ashitha  now  residing  in 
Chicago.  In  1984  I  had  the  privilege  of  meeting 
in  Bagdad  Rev.  Ishu,  son  of  the  late  Qasha 
Odisho. 

In  addition  to  these  nine  deacons  mentioned 
above  Archdeacon  Abraham  Askaroo  or  Teheran, 
now  living  in  Sydney  for  about  5  years,  came  to 
see  me  twice.  I  had  met  him  in  Sydney  in  1987. 
Archdeacon  Abraham  Eskaroo  is  about  67  years 
old  and  does  not  have  any  special  charge  of  any 
parish.  He  is  living  with  his  family  in  Sydney. 
He  told  me  that  since  he  stays  at  a  distance 
from  the  Church  he  cannot  come  often.  His  son 
is  a  deacon.  Abraham  Askaroo  was  ordainec 
as  deacon,  Priest  as  well  as  archdeacon  by  the 
other  group.  But  he  does  not  keep  much  contact 
with  Bishop  Mar  Joseph  Zaya  Meleis. 

Despite  there  being  nine  deacons  in  thal 
Church  they  said  that  they  needed  some  more 
deacons.  Sometimes  it  is  difficult  to  have  c 
deacon  available  for  a  funeral  or  baptism  a! 
all  are  working.  There  is  no  full  time  deacor 
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the  Church  in  Australia  and  so  they  are 
paid  there.  In  India,  although  we  have  only 
;  deacon,  we  manage  all  our  religious  services 
the  deacon  is  a  paid  staff,  full  time.  Some 
them  prepare  for  promotion  to  priesthood, 
ere  are  some  who  remain  deacons  for  ever- 
r  senior  most  deacon  in  India  E.  L.  Varghese 
d  77  is  in  that  rank  for  about  60  years, 
cingly  I  announced  that  we  live  in  a  democratic 
up.  Therefore  a  Church  or  parish  can  have 
y  one  deacon  as  there  is  only  one  priest, 
ne  priests  find  it  difficult  to  manage  even  one 
icon.  Then  why  do  you  want  two  or  more? 

Sekhar  S.  Zacharia  of  Kellaitha  family  of 
ir  Bishu  is  a  close  relative  of  late  Mar 
imalek  Thimotheus  Metropolitan  who  died 
India  on  30  April  1945  after  37  long  years  of 
vice  in  India.  As  I  used  to  correspond  with 
char  Zacharia  I  expressed  the  desire  to  see 
l  as  I  was  in  Sydney.  Being  an  old  man  and 
ng  far  from  the  Fairfield  area  it  was  not  easy 
him  to  come  to  Church  every  Sunday.  Any 
v  as  I  was  keen  on  meeting  him  someone 
de  arrangement  for  me  to  go  to  his  house  for 
ner.  We  lost  our  way.  Finally  we  made  it 
i  p.  m.  instead  of  7  p.  m.  They  had  arranged 
cial  fish,  prawns  etc  for  me  as  they  knew 
tas  a  bishop  I  had  given  up  eating  meat. 
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But  as  I  was  observing  the  eastern  calendar  t 
lent  was  not  over.  Hence  I  did  not  eat  fish 
eggs.  I  did  not  disappoint  them,  because  I  a 
enough  vegetables  etc. 

It  was  indeed  an  evening  of  lot  of  jok 
quoted  from  my  book  on  humour.  We  talk* 
about  late  Mar  Abimalek  Thimotheus  and  the 
relatives  Rabbi  Aprim  Kellaitha  of  Ealin 
London,  England  and  late  Deacon  Yua 
Kellaitha  of  California  whose  friendship  I  h< 
made.  Sekhar  S.  Zacharia  showed  me  tl 
Assyrian  translation  of  my  book  Mar  Abimal 
Thimotheus  done  by  Deacon  Geevarghe 
Benjamin  of  Chicago. 

I  asked  how  Mr.  Zacharia  had  got  tl 
name  Sekhar.  It  sounds  like  an  Indian  narr 
not  of  Christians  but  of  Hindus.  While  a  ba 
he  was  such  a  sweet  boy.  Everybody  called  hi 
“Sugar.”  In  Assyrian  language  they  say  Sekh 
or  Sugar.  If  today  somebody  calls  a  mi 
''Sugar”,  he  will  be  suspected  to  be  a  diabei 
patient. 

Mr.  Geevarghese  Geevarghese,  a  member 
our  Church  committee,  invited  me  for  dinns 
It  was  a  big  dinner  indeed  with  barbeque  ei 
But  to  a  man  in  a  lent  season  such  sumptuo 
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als  do  not  mean  much.  As  one  who  does  not 
meat  or  drink  wine  or  take  any  sweet  things 
ng  a  diabetic,  a  dinner  is  not  a  big  thing. 

Another  dinner  with  Dr.  Laurie  and  his 
;Ie’s  family  was  an  occasion  of  many  jokes 
in.  Many  friends  and  relatives  were  gathered, 
eral  of  them  wanted  to  visit  Trichur. 

.  Laurie  (  I  wonder  whether  I  have  his  name 
rect.  I  did  not  write  it  down.  My  memory 
not  as  good  as  it  used  to  be)  is  an  aerospace 
:ntist  who  has  spent  several  years  in  the  USA. 
w  he  is  back  in  Australia.  In  that  house  I 
?  met  Mr.  Laurence,  son  of  late  Mr.  Lansom 
ido,  who  was  the  previous  president  of  Church 
inmittee. 

The  committee  of  Welfare  of  MarZaia  ecam 
see  me  with  a  gift  from  that  committee.  It 
isists  of  Jelu  people  only.  Tatha,  I  suppose 
s  a  short  form  for  Theodore,  was  its  secretary 
many  years.  Andreos  brother  of  late  Lansom 
do  and  others  were  there.  Mr.  Alphonse  is 
>ther  active  member  of  the  Church  and  who 
;  the  President  of  the  Church  committee  in 
early  years.  Mr.  Nwiya  and  other  active 
mbers  of  the  Church  are  from  Jelu. 

The  majority  of  the  Jelu  people  in  Australia 
with  Patriarch  Mar  Adhai.  Only  a  minority 
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is  with  Mar  Dinkha  group.  The  bishop  of  Je 
Mar  Joseph  Sargis  did  not  go  to  the  Synod 
England  in  1976  to  elect  Mar  Dinkha  as  Patriarc 
Later  after  some  resistance  he  accepted  tl 
leadership  of  Patriarch  Mar  Dinkha  IV.  But 
is  an  open  secret  that  he  does  not  give  fu 
allegiance  to  him.  I  had  met  this  bishop  durii 
my  visit  to  Bagdad  in  Feb.  1984. 

Late  Mar  Esho  Sargis,  predecessor  and  unc 
of  Mar  Joseph  Sargis,  also  opposed  Patriarc 
Mar  Eshai  Shimun-  Many  letters  were  writtc 
by  him  to  India  about  this  subject  in  1956  —  6 

Even  in  the  Mar  Zaya  Cathedral  in  Karrad; 
Maryam  in  Bagdad  (which  is  now  demolishei 
there  were  disputes  about  the  possession  of  th; 
Cathedral.  Late  Mar  Yosip  Khananishu  Metri 
politan  considered  it  as  the  Cathedral  for  tl 
Church  of  the  East  in  Iraq  in  general.  Now  tl 
Jelu  people  in  general  are  realising  that  the 
should  not  show  undue  allegiance  to  Mar  Dinkt 
group.  I  had  occasion  to  meet  a  lot  of  Jei 
people  way  back  in  1962  when  I  attended  tl 
funeral  of  the  mother  of  late  bishop  Mar  Esh 
Sargis,  (grand  mother  of  the  present  Bisho 
Mar  Sargis)  in  Bagdad. 

Jelu  people  told  me  that  we  should  have 
Mar  Zaya  Church  in  India  as  we  have  Churchc 
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the  name  of  many  other  saints.  They  even 
fered  to  give  donations  if  we  built  a  Mar  Zaya 
lurch  in  India.  Some  of  the  Jelu  people 
omised  to  be  present  for  the  dedication  of 
ar  Zaya  Church.  I  know  that  Jelu  people 
aditionally  considered  to  be  strong  warriors 
e  good  fighters  for  faith  of  the  forefathers- 
eacon  Joseph  Zaya,  now  living  in  Syria,  was 
Bagdad  in  1968  and  was  my  interpreter  during 
:pt-October,  after  my  consecration  in  Bagdad. 

As  soon  as  I  reached  Sydney  our  Church 
:ople  wanted  to  see  me  in  more  expensive 
othes.  They  stitched  a  new  purple  cassock, 
en  a  black  gown  with  red  velvet  and  then  a  red 
dvet  sash.  I  admire  Mrs.  Evelyn  Benjamin 
ho  stitched  these  clothes  so  quickly  and  so 
irrectly.  Evelyn  is  the  daughter  of  Andy, 
rother  of  late  Lanson  Joudo. 

Among  Jelu  people  I  should  not  forget 
nwar  Wanna  whom  I  described  as  my  body 
lard.  He  was  everywhere  assisting  Mr.  Zaya 
alo,  the  President  of  the  committee.  His 
ther  Sabrie  Wanna  is  about  78  years  old. 
espite  his  old  age  he  was  with  me  often  and 
'en  at  the  airport  to  see  me  off.  He  has  an 
ternational  family  with  Germans  and  Italians 
nong  his  in-laws.  Sabri  is  the  uncle  of  Dr. 
trgon  Dadeesho  of  California.  Anwar’s  mother 
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was  zealous  in  her  faith  as  her  husband.  She 
was  following  me  everywhere.  I  even  thought 
she  and  the  mother  of  Harry  Nana  could  defend 
our  group  against  many  men  in  the  opposite 

camp. 

One  speciality  of  the  Marth  Mariyam 
Assyrian  Church  in  Sydney  is  that  it  consists  of 
almost  all  tribes  of  Assyrian  people.  I  met 
Thyaraye ,  Jilwaye ,  Ashithnaye ,  Tkhumnaye , 
Baznaye;  Rekanaye,  Berwarnaye ,  Gervarnaye , 
Mar  Bishnaye ,  Elnaye ,  Urmishnaye.  I  did  not 
find  any  Nochiyaye  and  Kochisnaye ,  as  most  of 
these  are  in  the  opposite  camp  under  Patriarch 
Mar  Dinkha.  Late  Mar  Shimun  Patriarch  was 
from  Kochisnaye  and  the  late  Mar  Yosip 
Khananishu  Metropolitan  and  the  present 
Patriarch  Mar  Dinkha  IV  are  from  Nochiyaye^ 

Pnoel  G.  Dinkha  presented  to  me  a  stamping 
pen  which  has  my  name  and  address.  Although 
the  stamping  pen  is  German  made,  my  address 
was  fixed  by  Pnoel.  He  also  presented  me  with 
self-inking  stamps  made  in  Austria.  It  was  nice 
to  talk  with  Pnoel  because  he  is  from  Eyil,  the 
tribe  of  the  late  Mar  Thoma  Darmo. 

Rouvel  Dinkha,  Pnoel’s  elder  brother,  used 
to  come  to  me  almost  every  day.  The  first  day 
he  asked  me  whether  I  recognized  him.  First  I 
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>uld  not.  Then  I  recalled  that  in  August 
)87  he  had  come  to  Melbourne  as  a  delegate 
the  church  members  in  Sydney,  to  invite 
atriarch  Mar  Adhai  II  to  Sydney.  He  had 
ien  told  me  that  he  was  the  brother  of 
ev.  Samuel  Dinkha  whom  I  had  met  in 
hicago  in  September  1984.  Although 
ev.  Samuel  Dinkha  is  now  serving  in  California 
ider  Patriarch  Mar  Dinkha  IV,  these  brothers 
Australia  feel  close  to  the  late  Mar  Thoma 
armo  who  was  from  their  tribe. 

One  of  the  things  that  amused  me  is  the 
jyyasa,  a  dramatic  performance  in  the  Church 
1  the  day  after  Easter.  Gayyasa  in  Aramaic 
nguage  means  “thief’ '.  The  reference  is  to 
e  thief  who  was  crucified  on  the  right  side  of 
sus  and  to  what  happened  to  him  when  this 
pentent  thief  went  to  heaven. 

To  dramatise  this  event  a  boy  was  brought 
fore  the  altar.  He  symbolised  the  repentent 
ief.  A  big  stick  was  held  horizontal  above  his 
:ad  by  the  priest.  There  were  lighted  candles 
i  the  long  bamboo  stick.  Some  songs  in 
ramaic  were  sung  which  formed  the  conversa- 
an  between  the  repentent  thief  and  the  angel 
bo  was  guarding  paradise.  He  refuses  to  let 
e  thief  inside  paradise.  The  priest  goes  with 
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this  boy  dressed  in  white  cloth  (symbolising  tht 
repentent  thief). 

The  priest  hits  the  heads  of  the  people  ii 
the  Church  with  the  long  bamboo  stick.  Co 
episcopa  Israel  Khoury  was  hitting  hard  on  th 
heads  of  some  people.  I  began  to  apply  m; 
force  against  him  so  that  the  older  people,  especi 
ally  the  bald  old  men,  would  not  suffer  mucl 
pain.  I  saw  some  people  willingly  bowing  thei 
heads  to  be  hit  by  the  gayyasa.  Towards  th< 
close  of  this  dramatisation  the  priests  actuall; 
break  the  bamboo  stick  hitting  hard  on  som< 
heads. 

I  wondered  whether  some  priests  would  hi 
harder  to  take  revenge  on  their  parishioners  whc 
were  not  regular  in  Church  attendance.  Perhaps 
this  gayyasa  could  lead  to  quarrels,  if  som< 
people  felt  that  the  priest  was  revengeful  01 
partial  in  his  behaviour  towards  his  faithful 
Anyhow  1  was  glad  that  this  act  passed  off 
without  much  grumbling. 

Any  description  of  the  St.  Mary’s  Church 

in  Sydney  will  be  incomplete  without  mentioning 

Mr.  Lanson  Joudo.  It  may  sound  ironical 

because  he  was  the  President  of  the  Committee 

of  the  Church  when  the  dispute  erupted  which 

di  agged  the  church  into  the  Supreme  Court  in 
Sydney. 
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Yet  he  was  loved  by  all.  When  Lanson 
udo  died  on  8  November  1988  both  Patriarchs 
lar  Adhai  II  of  Bagdad  and  Mar  Dinkha  IV 
rmAmerica)  sent  condolence  telegrams. 

legrams 

WITH  GREAT  SORROW  I  HAVE  HEARD  OF 
YOUR  GREAT  LOSS.  SO  ACCEPT  MY 
SINCERE  SYMPATHY  CONDOLENCES. 

PATRIARCH  MAR  ADDAI  II 

WITH  DEEPEST  SORROW  WE  SHARE  THE 
SADNESS  OF  DEPARTURE  OF  LATE  LANSO. 
WE  EXPRESS  OUR  CONDOLENCES.  MAY 
GOD  REST  HIM  IN  HEAVEN.  WE  BESEECH 
GOD  TO  GRANT  GOOD  HEALTH  AND 
HAPPINESS  TO  JUDO'S  FAMILY. 

MAR  DINKHA,  PATRIARCH 


*7 


CHAPTER  4 

in  THE  SUPREmE  COURT 

It  was  my  first  experience  in  a  court.  I 
happened  to  be  in  the  Supreme  Court,  not  ii 
India  but  in  Sydney,  Australia.  Fortunatel; 
it  was  not  a  criminal  case,  but  only  a  Churcl 
dispute.  My  role  was  neither  of  a  plaintiff  no; 
of  a  defendant.  I  was  brought  in  as  a  witness. 

It  was  after  prayerful  consideration  I  deci 
ded  to  travel  to  Australia  to  give  my  opinion 
Having  had  studied  in  various  theologica 
seminaries  I  was  considered  as  somebody  whc 
knew  the  history  of  the  Church.  There  wen 
misleading  statements  that  Mar  Thoma  Darmc 
was  suspended  and  so  on.  I  was  to  give  evidence 
that  Mar  Thoma  Darmo’s  alleged  suspension  wa: 
declared  null  and  void  by  the  division  Bench  ol 
the  High  Court  of  Kerala  state  in  India  wa; 
back  in  1974.  Since  its  operation  is  not  stayec 
till  today,  as  far  as  India  is  concerned,  the 
so  called  suspension  was  illegal. 

Justice  Young  was  well  versed  in  the  Canor 
law  of  the  Anglican  Church  of  which  he  was  ar 
active  member.  He  had  studied  the  case  before 
the  hearing  on  April  3,  4  and  5.  He  announced 
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he  open  court  that  he  had  read  all  the  papers 
»mitted.  Moreover,  on  his  own  initiative  he 
i  brought  a  lot  of  books  relevant  to  a 
cussion  on  ecclesiastical  canon  law. 

Although  the  hearing  was  expected  to  continue 
eight  days.  Justice  Young  managed  to 
lclude  it  in  three  days.  Within  these  three 
rs,  two  bishops,  two  archdeacons,  one  priest 
i  one  layman  were  examined  on  the  other 
e.  The  bishops  were  Mar  Aprim  Khamis  of 
■A  and  Mar  Joseph  Zaya  Meilis  of  Sydney, 
i  the  archdeacon  Rev.  Yonan  Youvel 
unan  of  London,  England  and  Rev.  Kiwarkis 
nan  of  Sydney.  The  priest  was  Fr.  Romeo 
isho  of  Sydney,  a  young  priest  who  is  likely 
be  a  bishop  soon. 

On  the  side  of  the  defendants  Mr.  Zaia 
Kalo,  President  of  the  Church  committee 
l  myself  were  the  witnesses.  The  only  witness 
o  could  not  speak  English  was  Archdeacon 
varkis  Yonan.  He  was  allowed  an  Assyrian 
irpreter.  It  was  surprising  that  even  after  17 
rs  in  Sydney  he  would  not  speak  English. 

The  hearing  was  held  in  No.  12A  on  the 

h  floor,  the  largest  court  room  except  that 
the  Chief  Justice.  In  spite  of  that  there  was 
enough  room  for  the  audience  from  both 
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groups.  The  audience  included  even  old  women 
They  were  so  zealous  for  the  cause  of  th 
Church  they  followed  their  clergy  like  th 
women  who  followed  Lord  Jesus  Christ  even  t< 
the  foot  of  the  Cross  at  Calvary.  The  womei 
in  Calvary  were  crying  and  lamenting.  But  th 
women  here  at  the  court  were  happy.  Botl 
groups  were  confident  that  they  were  going  t< 
win. 

‘Fifty-fifty  chance’  I  said  on  the  third  da; 
when  the  hearing  was  concluded.  Some  of  oui 
supporters  told  me,  “Please  don’t  say  like  that.’ 
Then  I  modified  my  statement,  “Our  chance  ol 
winning  the  case  is  51%  and  their  chance  is  onh 
49% That  too  did  not  make  them  happy 
Then  my  estimate  was  raised  to  80%  on  our  side 
because  that  would  make  them  happy  until  the 
verdict  from  the  court. 

“The  Australian ’’  newspaper  took  severa 
photos  of  our  group  and  published  theii 
interview  with  a  big  photograph  of  mine.  Som< 
of  my  people  were  not  happy  that  they  did  no 
write  more  favourable  things  than  whal 
they  wrote.  Similarly,  the  next  day’s  Sydne) 
Morning  Herald  published  an  article  about  this 
case.  They  published  a  photo  of  the  leaders  of 
opposite  group  only.  We  protested  against  this 
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ng  a  journalist,  I  know  that  no  newspaper 
lid  write  one-sided  stories.  It  had  to  be 
anced.  Their  readers  include  members  of 
th  sides. 

The  lawyers  were  good.  Each  side  had  a 
een’s  Counsel,  a  barrister  and  a  solicitor.  A 
icitor  is  equivalent  to  our  junior  advocate, 
ey  are  like  apprentices.  But  they  smartly 
>plied  the  necessary  papers  during  arguments. 
>st  of  the  arguments  were  put  forward  by  the 
C.  s  on  both  sides.  Only  once  or  twice  our 
trded  Barrister  Robert  Colquhoun  got  up  and 
)ke  with  the  permission  of  our  Queens 
unsel  J.  D.  Cummins.  Our  solicitors  were 
plin  Reevees  &  Co.  Elizabeth,  our  solicitor, 
s  Chinese. 

The  Plaintiff’s  side  had  Dr.  David  M.  J. 
mett  as  their  Q.  C.  Their  barrister  was 
O.  Longlin.  The  bearded  Dr.  Bennett 
npensated  for  their  bishops,  as  both  the 
hops  and  both  the  archdeacons  on  their  side 
not  have  beard.  Their  solicitors  Shaw  Me 
nald  had  a  young  man  who  was  friendly  with 
,  ever  since  he  saw  me  for  the  first  time  and 
d,  “You  must  be  Mar  Aprem  from  India.” 
as  tempted  to  ask,  “Are  you  on  my  side?” 
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There  is  a  television  unit  in  the  first  floor  o] 
the  Supreme  Court  building  to  cover  news  ol 
importance  and  interest  to  the  public.  The} 
wanted  to  cover  news  about  me.  Brigalia,  whc 
interviewed  me  at  the  airport  upon  my  arrival 
was  busy  on  that  day.  Another  reporter  wai 
there.  She  interviewed  me  briefly  and  gave 
publicity  to  the  court  case  on  the  TV  news  thal 
evening.  She  repeated  the  remark  of  Justice 
Young  that  one  way  to  make  money  for  the 
church  which  Bishop  Melis  was  constructing  was 
to  use  the  legal  fees  (expenses  of  the  court  case) 
It  is  a  humourous  remark,  but  a  serious  one 
considering  huge  amounts  wasted  for  litigations 
in  Christian  Churches  all  over  the  world. 

The  final  para  of  the  57  page  decision  ol 
Justice  Young  delivered  dated  27  April,  198S 
(three  weeks  after  the  hearing)  is  worth  re¬ 
producing.  He  wrote: 

“I  should  perhaps  add  this.  I  was 
alerted  to  the  fact  that  feelings  about  this 
case  ran  very  high  in  the  Sydney  Assyrian 
community.  This  fact  was  borne  out  bj 
the  fact  that  the  court  room  was  packed 
to  capacity  on  each  day  of  the  hearing. 
I  was  most  impressed  by  the  good  humoui 
of  all  those  present  in  Court  on  those 
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days.  1  was  also  interested  to  hear  how 
the  leaders  of  both  groups  have  talks  of 
reconciliation  from  time  to  time  and  how 
both  recognize  each  other  as  fellow 
Christians  in  the  one  Church,  albeit 
misled.  I  hope  that  nothing  in  this  case 
or  in  these  Reasons  will  hinder  the 
fulfilment  of  those  attempts  at  reconcilia¬ 
tion  or  sour  any  goodwill  that  presently 
exists  between  members  of  the  two 
groups.’’ 


CHAPTER  5 


OPERA  HOUSE  &  TOWER 

Sydney  Opera  House  cost  100  million  dollar 
Millions  of  tourists  visit  this  building  eve; 
year.  It  was  inaugurated  on  20  October,  197 
Since  I  could  not  visit  this  place  in  the  1987  vis 
to  Sydney,  I  wished  to  have  a  quick  look  at  th 
building. 

We  went  inside  this  unique  building  but  d 
not  stay  to  attend  the  concert  scheduled  for  th; 
evening.  World  famous  artists  perform  in  th; 
concert  hall  The  building  is  fantastic.  It  toe 
fourteen  years  to  build. 

There  are  guided  tours  in  the  Opera  Hous 
Without  paying  for  a  tour  we  walked  around  o 
our  own.  We  bought  a  booklet  about  it  for  n 
future  reference. 

Sydney  Tower  is  another  attraction.  I  misse 
it  in  my  previous  visit.  We  made  it  this  tim 
Atop  the  Sydney  Tower  we  had  a  good  view  < 
the  city  through  the  binoculars  which  Zaia  Kal 
had  brought  with  him.  Walking  quick 
through  the  shopping  complex  we  went  past  tl 
Si.  Andrews'  Cathedral. 
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Sydney  Tower  is  305  metres  (1000  ft)  high, 
s  the  tallest  building  in  Australia.  This  nine 
reyed  building  has  shopping  complexes, 
taurants  and  what  not  We  went  to  the 
ervation  decks.  We  had  a  good  view  of  the 
agnificent  360°  panoramas  away  to  the 
izon  70  km  distant.” 

The  time  it  required  for  us  to  reach  the  top 
the  Sydney  Tower  by  the  lift  was  just  40 
onds.  Three  double-decker  lifts  carry  2000 
>ple  every  hour.  From  the  top  we  could  see 
•rigal  to  the  North,  Wollongong  to  the  South 
1  the  Blue  Mountains  to  the  West. 

On  the  turret  at  the  top  there  was  a  stylish 
'-select  revolving  restaurant  on  level  2,  a  la 
te  restaurant  on  level  1.  We  were  satisfied 
h  the  coffee  lounge  on  level  3.  We  went  to 
;1  4  at  the  observation  level  and  spent  a  few 
lutes  watching  the  audio  visual  display  depict- 
the  story  of  the  construction  of  this  marvel- 
5  and  prestigious  Sydney  Tower.  At  levels  8 
9  are  the  tele  communication  facilities. 
:re  is  a  30  metre  spine  on  top  of  this  1000  ft 
icture. 

When  we  looked  west,  we  saw  the  Darling 
•bour  Complex,  Chinese  Gardens,  Monorail, 

ney  Acquarium,  the  Entertainment  Centre, 
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the  Museum  of  Applied  Sciences  and  so  on.  , 
a  distance  we  could  see  the  Sydney  Harbo 
flowing  into  the  Parramata  River.  At  an  80  kil 
metre  distance  was  visible  the  world  famous  Bli 
Mountains. 

To  the  north,  we  saw  the  Opera  Hous 
Government  House,  the  Royal  Botanical  Garde 
Fort  Dennison,  the  conservatorium  of  Mus 
(formerly  horse  stables).  Circular  Quay,  tl 
Mitchell  Library  and  the  Rocks  Area.  Not  f; 
away  we  could  see  Lavender  Bay,  Me  Mohan 
Point,  bushland  reserve  of  Balls  Head,  Kirribi 

House  (the  Prime  Minister’s  residence  in  Sydne 
etc. 


The  view  to  the  east  was  a  combination  « 
green  trees,  blue  sea  and  concrete  buildings.  Tl 
big  buildings  looked  like  little  match  boxes  < 
toys  from  the  1000  ft  height.  Around  Rose  B; 
are  the  residences  of  the  millionaires.  Shai 

Island  and  Clarke  Island  were  seen  along  wii 
the  Sydney  Harbour.  Point  Piper  and  Watsoi 
are  also  there. 

Closer  to  where  we  were  standing  we  coul 
see  St.  Mary’s  Cathedral,  Hyde  Park,  The  Min 
the  Barracks,  the  Art  Gallery  of  N.  S.  W.  et 
Kings  Cross  nearby  isactowded  street.  Inspit 
of  that,  during  weekends,  “politicians”  stand  o 
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r  ‘fruit  boxes’  and  wax  eloquent  on  various 
ics  of  global  interest. 

Turning  south  we  could  see  Botany  Bay 
:re  Captain  James  Cook  landed.  We  saw  the 
:rnational  and  domestic  airports  at  a  distance. 

could  see  closer  to  us  the  Central  Railway 
tion.  standing  on  what  was  Sydney’s  first 
letery.  The  Museum  of  Natural  History, 
toria  Barracks,  Hyde  Park  with  its  art  deco 
r  Memorial  are  on  that  side.  On  a  clear  day 
can  see  as  far  as  Wollongong. 

Whether  one  is  at  the  top  or  at  the  bottom 
:  wonders  how  this  1000  ft  tall  building  stands 
erect.  56  cables  anchor  the  Tower  to  the 
itre  Point  building.  Each  cable  weighs 
>roximately  7  tonnes.  Laid  end  to  end  the 
Je  would  stretch  from  Sydney  to  Allice 
ings.  The  Tower,  the  authorities  claim, 
uld  withstand  windforces  expected  once  in 
>  years.  Earthquakes  are  never  anticipated 

Australia. 

Sydney  Tower  is  the  tallest  building  in  the 
ithern  Hemisphere.  No  visitor  to  Sydney 
.uld  miss  it.  Like  Opera  House,  Sydney 
wer  is  also  Australia’s  pride. 
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Monorail  is  a  newly  introduced  transit  system 
of  a  3.6  km  route,  above  the  ground.  1  ha< 
mentioned  about  the  opposition  to  the  introduc 
tion  of  the  monorail  in  my  book  Australia n 
Assyrians.  Two  years  ago  it  was  only  a  proposal 
Now  it  is  a  reality.  We  travelled  in  the  monorai 
above  the  roads  in  Sydney.  Certainly  it  helps  t< 
reduce  the  traffic  in  the  streets.  It  link 
Darling  Harbour  and  the  city  centre. 

Darling  Harbour  is  the  name  given  bj 
Governor  Darling  in  1826.  It  was  originalb 
called  Cockle  Bay.  Walking  through  the  trans 
parent  underwater  walkways  we  saw  Sydney 
Acquarium.  The  big  fish  is  just  above  our  heat 
or  on  our  side.  If  the  glass  breaks  all  the  fist 
will  eat  us  up. 

We  went  by  boat  to  visit  Manly,  a  holiday 
resort.  Manly  is  a  Northern  beach  that  stretches 
to  the  mouth  of  Hawkesbury  River.  There  was 
slight  rain  when  we  reached  Manly.  Hence 
there  were  few  people  on  the  beach. 

We  visited  Manly  Art  Gallery  and 
Museum.  The  Art  Gallery  was  opened  on  1 A 
June  1930.  There  are  600  valuable  paintings 
and  more  than  1000  historical  photographs, 
posters,  surfboards,  etc. 
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Zoo  could  be  a  place  of  interest  to  me, 
ought  my  hosts,  Zaia  Kalo  and  Fr.  K.  Thoma. 
hen  we  returned  from  Manly  at  noon,  Zaia 
id  that  we  could  have  one  more  boat  ride  this 
ne  to  the  zoo,  which  was  nearby.  Zaia  bought 
kets  for  the  ride  and  we  got  into  a  boat  which 
is  in  the  pier.  After  a  few  minutes  it  started 
jving.  I  said  these  Australians  were  very 
nctual !  They  started  the  boat  about  15 
nutes  ahead  of  schedule.  Even  after  a  ride 
r  half  an  hour  we  did  not  reach  the  zoo.  On 
quiry,  we  were  told  that  we  were  in  the  wrong 
at.  After  some  time  we  reached  the  place 
)tn  where  we  started;  an  experience  to  learn 
at  the  world  is  round  and  not  flat.  No  doubt 
!  missed  the  giraffe,  the  Chimpanzee  and  hosts 
others. 

New  South  Wales  Parliament  building  is 
other  imposing  and  important  structure  in 
dney.  We  went  there  not  as  tourists.  We 
d  an  appointment  with  the  Honourable 
ties  M.  Samios  MME,  B.  A.,  LL.B.,  M.  L.  C., 
rliamentary  secretary  to  the  Premier  of  New 
uth  Wales.  His  office  is  in  the  legislative 
until  building  in  the  Parliament  House. 

There  is  top  security  in  the  Parliament 
ilding.  On  the  ground  floor  at  the  entrance 
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there  is  a  man;  not  a  smiling  lady  leceptionist 
but  a  tough  looking  police  man.  He  telephoned 
to  Mr.  Samios’  office  to  announce  our  arrival 
Then  he  asked  us  to  wait  as  there  was  nobody  tc 
escort  us  to  the  room.  When  another  security 
man  came  there,  he  asked  him  to  take  his  plact 
and  very  courteously  escorted  us  to  the  elevator 
When  we  reached  the  floor  of  Mr.  Samios,  wt 
were  met  by  his  secretary. 

Hon.  Samios  is  a  Greek  Orthodox  Churcl 
member.  It  is  interesting  that  such  an  importan 
place  in  Sydney,  as  the  Parliamentary  Secretary  t( 
the  Premier  of  the  state,  is  held  by  him.  Mr.Samio 
is  an  exceptionally  nice  person.  When  he  serve< 
us  tea  we  told  him  that  it  was  lent  season  for  u 
and  would  take  tea  or  coffee  without  milk.  “Yes 
I  am  Greek,  we  also  follow  the  Julian  calenda; 
like  you,’’  said  he,  saving  us  the  trouble  of  explai 
ning  how  we  have  a  late  Easter  in  some  years 
Although  he  had  a  very  crowded  programme  tha 
afternoon  he  was  courteous  to  delay  some  of  hi: 
appointments  in  order  to  spend  enough  time  wit! 
us. 


As  we  were  returning  after  meeting  him  ' 
could  not  but  take  notice  of  the  beautifulb 
carpeted  floors  and  nice  new  architecture  of  the 
building.  The  last  three  paragraphs  of  ar 
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ficial  15  page  booklet  entitled  “New  South 
ales  Parliament”  is  reproduced  below: 

Over  the  years,  there  have  been 
numerous  proposals  to  rebuild  Parliament 
House.  Competitions  for  appropriate 
designs  were  held  as  early  as  1840,  and  in 
1888  to  mark  the  Centenary  Celebrations, 
a  new  foundation  stone  was  laid  on  the 
site  of  the  present  State  Library.  That 
building  never  eventuated  and,  until 
recently,  extensive  additions  have  met  the 
most  critical  needs  for  increased  space. 

In  1974  work  finally  commenced  on 
a  new  parliament  building.  It  was  decided 
to  retain  the  old  Rum  Hospital  building 
and  adjoining  chambers.  The  chambers, 
the  lobbies  and  offices  were  renovated. 
Much  of  the  old  interior  decoration, 
uncovered  during  this  process,  was  copied. 
The  old  buildings  now  reflect  their  late 
nineteenth  century  character. 

A  new  wing  has  been  built  at  the 
rear  with  offices  for  members  and 
staff,  the  parliamentary  library,  dining 
rooms  recreation  facilities  and  parking. 
Work  commenced  on  this  project  in 
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October,  1974,  and  was  completed  by  tl 
end  of  1983.” 

There  are  a  lot  more  to  be  seen  in  Sydne; 
The  population  of  the  city  exceeds  three  millioi 
It  is  the  largest  city  in  Australia. 

With  the  skyscrapers  and  high  -  rise  apari 
ments  as  in  New  York  and  Singapore,  Sydne 
has  a  charm  of  its  own.  Since  I  had  othe 
duties  to  perform  I  could  not  go  round  t 
explore  the  city  like  a  tourist.  As  this  book  is 
travelogue  I  will  be  doing  injustice  to  my  reader 
if  I  do  not  quote  a  para  from  the  colourfi 
booklet  entitled  SYDNEY,  Australia  (copyright 
National  Library  of  Australia) 

“Widely  acknowledged  as  one  o 
the  most  beautiful  cities  in  the  world 
Sydney  owes  much  to  the  magnificien 
deep-water  harbour  formed  by  th< 
junction  of  the  Paramatta  and  Lane  Cov< 
Rivers.  The  natural  beauty  of  Sydney 
Harbour  is  beyond  imagination  —  th< 
massive  bulk  of  North  and  South  Head; 
guarding  the  entrance  to  deep  inlets  anc 
coves  with  blue  water  fringed  by  golder 
beaches,  perfect  for  lovers  of  all  watei 
sports.  For  the  more  leisurely,  harbour 
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lours  are  peaceful,  refreshing  and  a  scenic 
delight.  Harbour-side  living  is  not  only 
for  the  fortunate  few,  but  is  enjoyed  by 
thousands  who  make  the  most  of  glorious 
beaches  and  magnificent  views. 

Sydney  boasts  one  of  the  largest 
single-spansteel  arched  girder  bridges  in 
the  world  and  the  Opera  House  on 
Bennelong  Point  is  a  tribute  to  designer 
Jorn  Utzon’s  genius.  These  archi  tectural 
masterpieces  frame  the  city’s  dramatic 
skyline  and  add  to  the  beauty  of  the 
harbour.” 
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CHAPTER  6 

THE  GREEK  CHRISTIfiflS 


Having  written  about  Honourable  Jarm 
Samios  I  feel  it  is  important  that  som 
information  about  the  Greek  community  i 
Sydney  is  recorded.  During  my  1987  visit  t 
Australia  1  did  not  come  across  this  stron 
ethnic  group.  Although  I  did  mention  about  th 
Assyrian,  the  Lebanese,  the  Coptic,  and  th 
Indian  communities  in  my  book,  Australia. 
Assyrians ,  I  had  no  contact  with  the  Greeks. 

“We  are  about  seven  hundred  thousan< 
Greeks  in  this  country”  announced  Archbisho] 
Stylianos  who  was  good  enough  to  entertain  m 
to  tea  in  his  headquarters  in  Redfern  ii 
Sydney.  We  became  friends  instantly.  The  5' 
year  old  Archbishop  is  a  well  educated  mai 
with  a  doctorate  from  Bonn,  Germany.  He  is  ; 
scholar  and  an  ecumenical  leader.  Realising  tha 
I  represent  the  ancient  Church  in  Malabar  (th< 
old  name  for  the  present  Kerala  state)  in  India 
he  told  me  that  he  knew  very  well  Metropolitar 
Poulose  Mar  Gregorius  who  as  Fr.  Pau 
Verghese  was  well  known  in  all  Churches 
especially  Oithodox  and  in  World  Council  ol 
Churches  circles,  while  he  was  Associate  Genera 
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:retary  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  in 
neva,  quarter  of  a  century  ago. 

Archbishop  invited  me  to  speak  to  his 
ninary  students  the  following  week.  He 
ited  me  to  lunch  also.  When  I  mentioned 
it  our  lent  was  not  over  he  said  that  he  was 
o  observing  the  Julian  Calendar  and  it  was 
t  a  problem  to  prepare  vegetarian  food. 

Sub  Dean  of  the  theological  Seminary 
.  John  is  a  theologically  qualified  person  with 
loctorate.  Some  of  the  teachers  in  that  small 
ninary  are  also  very  well  qualified.  The 
chbishop  too  teaches  there.  According  to 
thodox  tradition  a  bishop  will  be  the  dean 
Principal  of  the  Theological  Seminary. 

Several  jokes  were  cracked  when  I  spoke  to 
:  theological  students.  Not  only  students  but 
;  Sub  Dean  Dr.  John  also  began  to  roar  with 
ighter.  I  began  to  suspect  that  he  would  lose 

breath  if  he  went  on  for  a  few  minutes  in 
it  hilarious  mood. 

I  guessed  that  I  should  use  restraint.  If  I 
nt  in  that  lighter  vein  for  some  more  time5 
;  expressions  like  “I  fell  out  of  my  chair 
lghing”  would  be  a  reality  in  that  lecture  hall, 
course,  I  have  justification  in  using  jokes.  In 
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a  recent  study  conducted  in  California,  Sabir 
White,  Director  of  Health  Education  at  tl 
University  of  California  at  Santa  Barbara,  sa> 
“laughter  gives  the  body  a  sort  of  mini  workou 
Like  exercising,  laughing  involves  virtually  ever 
major  system  of  the  body.  Laughter  is 
cathartic,  much  like  grief  or  anger.  We  do  nc 
know  exactly  why.  It  may  have  something  t 
do  with  the  release  of  endorphins  in  the  brain 
but  we  all  feel  better  after  we  laugh.”  Accordin 
to  the  same  study  infants  laugh  about  oni 

hundred  eighty  times.  But  adults  do  it  only  1: 
times  a  day. 


Fiom  tne  laces  and  robes  of  the  Orthodo? 
theological  students  I  had  guessed  that  they  were 
serious  students  and  my  jokes  might  not  work 
As  my  speech  progressed,  I  had  an  intuitior 
that  this  audience  would  appreciate  a  humorous 

talk  rather  than  a  dry  theological  treatise  on 
1  neotokos  (Mother  of  God). 


Fr.  John  Chryssavgis  is  a  scholar  in  ear 
Chinch  history  and  Patristics.  After  my  retui 

“°T  wn  ih  n  06311  Dr-  J°hn  Chryssavgis  wro 
3  ,  t.U  df  lket°  assure  Yo“r  Grace  that  studen 

elv  von  heTmberVery  ViYidIy  and  affectiona 
we  hon?b  'l!?1811  3nd  interesting  address 
hope  that  we  may  remain  in  touch.” 
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»  wrote  a  Postscript  to  his  letter  of  26-6-89: 
udents  still  remember  and  await  your  book 
iokes!” 

St.  Andrews  Greek  Orthodox  Theological 
ege  publishes  an  annual  Review  entitled 
RONEMA.  Archbishop  Stylianos  presented 
with  Vol  I  (1986)  and  Vol  2  (1987).  In 
it  ion  to  scholarly  articles  this  magazine  gives 
is  concerning  the  Greek  Orthodox  Church  in 
itralia.  The  first  para  of  the  Editorial  of 
first  issue  is  worth  reproducing  here 
ecially  for  its  historical  importance. 

“The  Opening  of  St.  Andrew’s 
Greek  Orthodox  Theological  College  in 
Sydney  on23rd  February,  1986  was  a  truly 
rite  de  passage  which  marked  the  coming 

of  age  of  Orthodoxy  in  Australia,  almost 
one  hundred  and  sixty-six  years  after  the 

first  known  Liturgy  was  celebrated  by  a 

Russian  naval  chaplain  on  the  shores  of 
Sydney  Harbour.” 

Archbishop  Stylianos  (Harkianakis),  who 
he  Dean  of  the  Theological  College,  lectures 
Systematic  Theology.  He  is  the  Co-chairman 
the  Joint  International  Commission  for 
:ological  Dialogue  between  the  Roman 
holic  and  Orthodox  Churches. 
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The  Archbishop  showed  me  his  book  shop 
which  deals  in  religious  articles  such  as  chalici 
etc.  too-  He  encouraged  me  to  pick  up  as  hi 
gift  some  books  as  The  Meaning  of  Icons  writtei 
by  Leonid  Ouspensksy  and  Vladimir  Lossky. 
said  that  I  did  not  need  this  book  as  we  did  no 
use  icons  or  statues  in  our  Church,  “Oh,  in  an; 
case  this  would  be  useful  to  you,”  said  th( 
Archbishop.  This  lavishly  illustrated  bool 
occupies  a  prime  place  in  my  library  in  Trichui 
now.  The  Three  Byzantine  Saints  translatec 
from  Greek  by  Elizabeth  Dawes  (New  York 
1977)  and  the  Divine  Liturgy  of  St.  Johr 
Chrysostom  (Brookline,  U.  S.  A.  1985)  are  the 
other  useful  books  the  Archbishop  presented  tc 
me. 


The  Greek  Orthodox  community  is  strong 
in  Sydney.  That  must  be  the  reason  wh> 
Archbishop  Stylianos  had  a  prominent  place  ai 
the  religious  ceremony  in  connection  with  tin 
opening  of  the  Parliament  building  in  Canberra 
on  9  May  1988.  After  the  first  prayer  said  b> 
the  Roman  Catholic  Cardinal  E.  B.  Clancy  oi 
Sydney,  Archbishop  Stylianos  prayed  in  Greet 
and  in  English  as  follows: 

Kuott,  6  BaoiAeuc;  x n c;  tipfiv'nc;,  oSi^vnoov  touq  v6ac 

L  Kap6iac;  £v  T'J>  oiKip  roux^  epvaCouivcjv.  tic, 

i kjt\.Woiv  TOO  avtou  0eAiWt6<;  Iou,  ttp6c;  OiaKovtav  tu)v 
avavKwv  to-0  Aaou  Sou.  afriaKptiioc;  (puAnc; 
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“Lord,  King  of  peace,  guide  the 
minds  and  the  hearts  of  those  working 
in  this  house,  for  the  fulfilment  of  Your 
divine  will,  to  the  service  of  the  needs  of 
Your  people,  irrespective  of  race. 

In  a  time  of  shared  silence,  let  us 
pray  that  in  this  house  the  faith,  the 
vision  and  the  spirit  will  be  given  to  make 
our  nation  an  instrument  of  peace/1 


CHAPTER  7 

the  flneucfln  church 


The  largest  single  Christian  denominatioi 
in  Australia  is  the  Anglican  Church.  Sine 
Australia  was  a  British  Dominion  it  was  natura 
that  the  Church  of  England  had  a  prominen 
place  among  the  Christians  in  Australia. 

According  to  a  statistics  published  a  dec  ad 
ago  the  Anglicans  are  3C%  of  Australia’ 
population.  The  Roman  Catholics  are  also  o 
equal  strength.  The  other  Protestant  Churche 
consist  of  another  30%.  The  Protestant  Churche 
mean  the  Uniting  Church  of  Australia,  th 
Methodist  Church,  the  Pentecostalists,  th 
Salvation  Army  and  such  others.  The  Orthodo 
was  estimated  as  3%,  but  I  think  with  the  receti 
immigrants  from  Greece,  Egypt  and  the  Wes 
Asia,  the  Orthodox  population  must  have  gon 
upto  5%. 

In  the  religious  ceremony  on  9  May  198? 
marking  the  opening  of  the  new  parliamen 
building  in  Canberra  mentioned  earlier,  th 
Most  Rev.  Sir  John  Grindrod,  KBE,  Primate  o 
Australia  and  Archbishop  of  Brisbane,  could  no 
be  present.  But  Rt.  Rev.  Owen  Dowling,  th' 
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hop  of  Canberra  and  Goulburn  represented 

Archbishop.  The  Anglican  Church  in 
stralia  has  Archbishops  not  only  in  Brisbane, 

:  also  in  Sydney,  Melbourne,  Perth  etc. 

Way  back  in  history  Australia  was  under 
;  bishop  of  Calcutta  in  India,  when  there 
re  no  bishops  east  of  India.  Even  alter 
stralia  was  separated,  the  Metropolitan  ot 
lcutta  was  the  primate  for  the  Anglican 
urch  not  only  for  India,  but  also  for  Pakistan, 

rma  and  Ceylon  (Sri  Lanka).  Now  all  these 
jntries  have  their  autonomy  as  separate 

desiastical  units.  These  bishops  along  with 
iers  meet  once  in  ten  years  at  Lambeth 
mference  in  England,  as  it  happened  in  1988. 

Bishop  John  Reid  is  the  bishop  of  South 
dney.  I  had  met  him  in  a  Conference  at 
ttaya  near  Bangkok  in  Thailand  in  June  1980. 
remember  that  conference  because  it  was 
ere  we  heard  of  the  death  ot  Sanjay  Gandhi, 
unger  brother  of  the  present  Prime  Minister 
ijiv  Gandhi,  when  an  aeroplane  he  himself 
is  flying  crashed). 

In  the  busy  Pattaya  Conference  Bishop 
hn  Reid  and  I  had  a  few  minutes  together.  He 
id  that  he  was  the  bishop  in  South  Sydney  and 
told  him  that  there  were  some  Assyrian 
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Christians  there.  In  J980  it  was  just  a 
acquaintance  and  T  never  thought  that  we  shoul 
meet  in  Sydney  nine  years  later. 

Bishop  John  Reid  was  a  speaker  at  thefamou 
Maramon  Convention  in  Kerala,  conducted  b' 
the  Mar  Thoma  Church,  where  over  a  millioi 
Christians  listen  to  Biblical  messages  during  thosi 
eight  days  in  February  every  year. 

While  we  met  in  Sydney  we  talked  abou 
subjects  of  mutual  interest.  After  some  time 

he  gave  us  tea  and  spent  some  time  in  prayer  foi 
our  Churches  before  we  left  his  office.  He  ha; 

big  office  building  with  separate  departments 
foi  the  sevei  al  activities  of  the  Anglican  Church. 
His  office  is  behind  St.  Andrews  Cathedral, 

one  of  the  big  Churches  which  tourists  to  the 
city  visit. 


In  my  book  Australian  Assyrians  I  had  recon 
ed  about  difference  of  opinion  concerning 
ordination  of  women  to  the  ministry  of 
Chinch.  This  was  a  controversy  within  tl 
Anglican  Church  in  Sydney  and  attracted  tk 
attention  of  the  public  through  the  newspaper  an 
fV  media.  That  was  in  August  1987.  In  Augu: 
1988  the  bishops  from  Australia  were  divided  o 

Promoting  women  ministers  to  th 
Ian.,  of  bishops  while  It  was  being  debated  in  th 
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nbeth  Confrence  held  in  Canterbury,  Kent, 
land.  The  present  writer  was  present  when 
voting  took  place  at  Lambeth  Conference 
1  August  1988. 

Although  the  Anglicans  in  August  1987 
mitted  to  have  woman  priests  in  Australia, 
general  Synod  of  August  1989  blocked  the’ 

:mpts  to  ordain  woman. 

The  Indian  Express  newspaper  of  25  August 
9  has  the  following  news  about  the  Anglican 
urch  in  Australia. 

“Move  for  women  priests  foiled 

Sydney,  Aug.  24  (Reuter):  Australia’s 
Anglican  Church  has  again  foiled  an 
attempt  to  allow  women  to  become 
priests.  After  a  heated  debate,  the 
General  Synod,  its  highest  policy-making 
body,  rejected  two  bills  which  would  have 
changed  its  rules  and  allowed  women  to 
be  ordained. 

The  Wednesday  night  decision  was  a 
surprise  as  the  synod,  composed  of  200 
bishops,  clergy  and  lay  people  had  earlier 
passed  a  resolution  affirming  diocesan 

bishop’s  right  to  ordain  women  if  Church 
rules  were  changed. 
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It  was  the  third  time  that  the  Syno< 
which  meets  every  four  years,  acted  1 
stop  women  from  entering  the  ma 
preserve  of  priesthood. 

Church  officials  said  there  would  1 
a  further  test  on  the  issue  on  SaturdE 
when  the  appellate  tribunal,  the  highe 
court  of  the  Church,  will  issue  a  ruling  c 
plans  by  the  Melbourne  diocese  to  £ 
ahead  with  the  ordination  of  20  wome 
next  February.” 

After  this  book  began  to  be  printed  I  got 
letter  from  the  C.  S  I.  Bishop  of  Madra 
Rt.  Rev.  Dr.  Sundar  Clarke,  stating  that  \ 
decided  to  work  as  the  pastor  of  a  village  paris 
under  Bishop  John  Reid  in  the  Sydney  dioces 
He  is  doing  it  when  he  has  three  more  years  1 
reach  the  mandatory  retirement  age  of  6 
Bishop  Sundar  Clarke  will  be  an  asset  to  tl 
Anglican  Church  in  Reevsby  near  Sydney.  J 
the  land  of  immigrants  Bishop  Sundar  Clarl 
will  feel  at  home.  Nevertheless  he  does  n< 
plan  to  settle  down  for  good  in  Australi 
Within  three  years  he  hopes  to  return  to  Madr; 

to  woik  for  “the  poor  and  the  oppressed” 
India. 

The  Anglican  Church  in  Sydney  has  mar 
prominent  members.  Justice  Young  of  tl: 
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jprerne  Court  of  Sydney  mentioned  in  Chapter 
is  an  active  member  of  this  Church.  He  helps 
s  church  serving  on  the  committee  on  legal 
atters. 

One  lady  legal  luminary  of  this  Church  whom 
had  the  privilege  of  meeting  is  Dr.  (Mrs.) 
[argaret  Allars.  A  barrister-at-law  she  earned 
Ph.  D.  degree  from  Oxford,  England  where  she 
id  met  her  Indian  husband  Dr.  Varghese  Kurien 
om  Kerala.  Although  she  belonged  to  the 
Methodist  Church,  she  is  an  active  member  of 
le  Anglican  Church  in  Sydney  now.  Her  hus- 
md  Dr.  Varghese  Kurien  is  from  the  Church 
'  South  India,  the  formation  of  which  in  1947, 
as  the  first  union  of  episcopal  and  non-episcop- 
Churches  any  where  in  the  world. 

The  Church  of  South  India  and  the  Church 
'  North  India  (formed  in  1970)  are  the  Indian 
[uivalents  of  the  Anglican  Church,  although 
ter  union  it  includes  the  Presbyterian,  Congre- 
itionalist,  Baptist  and  British  Methodist,  in 
Idition  to  the  Anglican  Church.  Dr.  Varghese 
urien  belonged  to  the  former  Anglican  Church 
the  C.S.I.  which  in  Kerala  was  known  as  the 
M  S.  (Church  Missionary  Society).  It  was  the 
issionaries  of  the  CMS,  London,  who  introdu- 
d  Protestant  brand  of  Christianity  in  Kottayam 
ea  in  the  first  half  of  the  19th  century. 
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It  was  a  surprise  telephone  call  that 
had  on  the  same  day  I  reached  Australia.  I  had 
not  been  in  touch  with  Dr.  Varghese  Kurier 
since  I  last  met  him  in  my  sister  Sushila’s  house 
in  Rugby,  England  in  1977.  I  had  mentioned 
about  him  in  my  travelogue  America  Revisitec 
written  in  1977. 

Like  a  detective  he  traced  my  telephone 
number  and  contacted  me.  “How  did  you  come 
to  know  about  my  coming  to  Sydney  so  soon?" 
I  was  inquisitive.  He  said  that  as  soon  as  he 
saw  me  on  TV  news  he  telephoned  many  of  his 
friends  in  Melbourne  and  Sydney  to  trace  the 
place  of  the  story.  As  some  of  his  friends  were 
in  the  opposite  camp,  they  did  not  know  where 
I  was.  He  called  television  studio  and  finally 
managed  to  get  the  telephone  number  of  the 
house  of  Harry  Nana  where  I  was  staying. 

“We  must  meet/’  he  was  excited  when  he 

finally  could  hear  my  voice.  My  hosts  could  not 
understand  what  we  were  talking  in  our  mother 

tongue,  Malayalam.  I  told  him  that  I  could 
accept  his  invitation  after  a  few  days,  perhaps 
after  finishing  my  mission. 

He  works  in  Melbourne  in  a  large  mental 
hospital,  as  he  has  no  license  to  practice  his 
profession  in  Sydney.  His  wife  teaches  in  the 
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iw  School  of  the  University  of  Sydney.  This 
w  School  is  just  opposite  to  the  Supreme 
>urt.  It  may  be  a  good  inspiration  for  the 
'dents  of  law  to  look  across  the  road  to  the 
preme  Court,  the  ultimate  target  where  some 
them  would  end  up  as  barristers,  Queen’s 
amsels  and  Judges. 

Vaucluse  is  a  beautiful  area  in  Sydney  where 
.  V.  Kurien  has  his  own  house.  From  their 
irtments  you  get  a  magnificent  view  of  the 
Dr.  Kurien’s  mother  who  lives  in  Kerala, 
s  with  him  f  or  a  short  spell.  It  was  nice  to  talk 
h  her  in  Malayalam.  When  Malayalees  meet 
prefer  our  mother  tongue.  As  Dr.  Margaret 
ars,  wife  of  Dr.  Kurien,  does  not  know 
dayalam,  I  occasionally  spoke  in  English  too. 

Alice,  the  intelligent  little  daughter  of  the 
tiens,  knows  only  her  mother’s  tongue  and 
her  father’s.  Although  she  was  a  little 
itant  to  come  closer  to  me  because  of  my 
rd,  she  watched  me  play  my  Sitar,  the  elegant 
ian  musical  instrument  now  well  known  to  the 
tern  world.  Anyway  before  dinner  we 
ame  friends. 

During  the  ride  in  his  car  for  two  hours,  to 
fro,  we  talked  about  the  history  of  the 
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Church.  He  had  known  about  the  recent  histo 

of  our  Church  in  India.  As  a  church  historian 
was  only  glad  to  talk  non-stop  on  the  history  < 
the  Church. 

He  presented  me  with  two  books.  One 
religious  and  the  second  is  secular.  He  cho 
these  books  thinking  that  the  reading  of  this  bo( 
would  do  me  much  good  expanding  the  horizo: 
of  my  knowledge.  Especially  the  second  boot 
would  not  have  bothered  to  obtain,  unless  it  w 
presented  to  me  with  a  strong  recommendatk 
from  a  friend.  As  a  doctor  treating  the  min 
of  the  people,  he  must  have  read  my  min 
They  are 

1.  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu,  Hope  a 
Suffering .  It  is  a  collection  of  sermons  ai 
speeches  of  Bishop  (now  Archbishop)  Tut 
winner  of  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  for  1984,  who 
I  had  the  privilege  of  meeting  at  the  Lambe 
Conference  in  England,  in  August  1988. 

2  Mikhail  Gorbachev,  Perestroika ,  Nf 
Thinking  for  our  country  and  the  world. 

In  those  books  Dr.  Varghese  Kurien,  who 
pet  name  is  Sunny,  wrote  “My  dear  Mar  Aprei 
I  am  really  thrilled  to  meet  you  again  and  sha 
sometime  in  fellowship.  With  love  and  all  go* 
wishes  Sunny,  Margaret  &  Alice,  8th  April  1989 


CHAPTER  S 

THE  COPTIC  CHRISTIflflS 

“Rafaat,  your  friend  Bishop  Mar  Aprem  is 
e”  said  Isis,  wife  of  Professor  Rafaat  Ebied 
her  husband.  “Are  you  sure?”  queried  the 
ifessor.  “Yes  the  Bishop  was  on  TV  just 
v  in  the  news.”  “Are  you  really  sure  that  it 
s  3ishop  Mar  Aprem?  It  could  be  somebody 
He  would  have  written  to  me  if  he 
1  come  to  Sydney”,  insisted  the  Professor, 
on’t  I  know  the  Bishop  who  was  a  guest 
>ur  house  in  1987?  I  am  quite  sure  that  it 
>  he  on  the  TV  just  now.” 

The  next  day  when  I  called  Dr.  Ebied  to 
[ounce  my  arrival  in  Sydney,  he  became  sure 
t  his  wife  was  right.  “When  are  you  coming 
stay  with  us?”  was  the  loving  invitation  of 
scholarly  friend  whose  acquaintance  I  made 
980  at  Symposium  Syriacum  in  Germany.  J 
l  him  that  it  would  not  be  possible  to  stay 
t  them  because  I  was  closely  guarded  by  my 
ireh  members.  My  security  was  their 
ronsibility. 

When  my  Church  responsibilities  were  over 
d  find  an  afternoon  free  to  be  spent  in  that 
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hospitable  family.  When  I  told  them  that  I  b 
written  about  them  in  my  book  Austral 
Assyrians  published  last  year  they  were  curie 
to  read  what  I  had  written.  Unfortunatel 
did  not  have  a  copy  with  me.  The  only  copy 
that  book  I  had  taken  with  me  was  stolen  f re 
the  Church  and  the  photocopy  of  it  was  in  t 
hands  of  the  Queen’s  Counsel  of  the  oppos 
party,  who  examined  me  in  the  Supreme  Cour 

There  was  no  time  to  talk  about  the  thir 
we  wanted  to.  Still  Dr.  Ebied  showed  me  1 
Macintosh  Computer  he  had  purchased, 
was  typing  a  new  manuscript  of  the  book 
was  editing  in  Syriac  language.  I  thoughl 
was  easy  to  learn  to  use  the  computer.  But  it 
definitely  more  expensive  than  printing  in  t 
letter  Press  after  hand  composing,  especially 
India  where  labour  is  cheaper. 

Peter  Callinicum  who  died  on  22  April  i 
was  the  Patriarch  of  Antioch  (581-91).  He  v 
the  immediate  successor  of  Jacob  Baradae 
(500-578)  the  Syrian  Orthodox  Patriarch,  who  1 
the  record  of  consecrating  maximum  number 
bishops.  The  book  Professor  Ebied  was  writ 
in  collaboration  with  Fr.A.  Van  Roey  of  Louva 
Belgium,  is  a  critical  edition  of  a  book  publish 
in  Orientalia  Louveniensia  Analecta,  Vol 
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:''ain,  1981  (editors  R.  Y.  Ebied,  A.  Van  Roey 
L.  R.  Wickham).  Professor  Ebied  drew  my 
ntion  to  the  word  almaya  which  was  translated 
ayman.  But  Peter  of  Callinicum  was  not  a 
nan.  The  Syriac  word  almaya  is  similar  to 
ma,  when  these  words  are  written  without  the 
'els  and  the  last  two  letters  ‘m’  and  ‘y’  are 
:rchanged.  The  word  elaima  means  youth 
■ch  should  be  the  correct  word. 

Professor  Ebied  is  a  Coptic  Christian  who 
1  taught  in  England  for  several  years  before 
settled  down  in  Sydney.  He  is  the  Head  of 
Department  of  Semitic  studies  in  the 
iversity  of  Sydney.  Arabic  is  his  mother 
gue.  Coptic  is  language  of  the  liturgy. 
3rew,  Syriac  and  so  on  were  the  other  langua- 
he  learned. 

Peter  of  Callinicum  is  Syrian  Orthodox.  But 
t  Church  is  in  communion  with  his  Coptic 
ireh,  being  a  non  -  Chalcedonian  Church 
the  Ethiopian  Church  and  the  Armenian 
ireh.  Non-Chalcedonian  Church  means  a 
ireh  which  accepts  the  first  three  ecumenical 
incils  of  Nicea  (325  A.D.)  Constantinople  (38 1 
).)  and  Ephesus  (431  A.  D.)  but  refuses  to 
>gnize  the  fourth  council  held  at  Chalcedon 
l  A.  D.). 
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The  Professor’s  hospitality  in  his  house 
Sylvania  Waters  in  the  seashore  was  warm-  I  ; 
the  ripe  f ruit  f rom  the  Guava  tree  in  his  garden 
could  not  spendmuch  time  as  I  knew  that  my  ho 
would  be  restless  if  we  were  late  for  the  5  p. 
visit  to  the  Assyrian  School.  We  said  good  t 
to  Emeer,  the  only  son  of  the  Professor,  who  h 
started  his  university  education.  Professor  a 
Mrs.  Ebied  took  me  to  the  Assyrian  School  a 
spent  some  time  with  me  as  the  children  sa 
songs  of  welcome  to  me  and  posed  for  the  pho 
graphs. 

In  my  last  book  I  had  written  that  t 
Professor’s  wife  used  to  talk  over  the  pho 
using  both  the  phones  in  the  house.  I  do  r 
know  whether  it  was  a  nice  or  a  nasty  thing 
record  in  a  travelogue.  This  time  I  shot 
mention  a  good  thing  1  noticed. 

As  we  sat  for  lunch,  she  said  that  she  wo 
not  touch  meat,  fish,  egg  and  milk  as  it  was  )e 
I  was  thinking  that  the  people  living  away  fr< 
their  homeland,  exposed  to  customs  of  i 
Catholic  and  Protestant  Churches,  would  i 
observe  the  fasting  seasons  of  the  Orthoc 
Churches  as  their  forefathers  did  (Should  I  wi 
foremothers  in  this  days  of  women's  lib?)  b< 
home.  I  observe  lent  strictly  because  I  am 
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aligious  head,  whether  I  visit  the  West  or  not. 
tut  a  lay  woman  busy  in  the  modern  world 
bserving  these  abstinances  is  realiy  comtnend- 
ble. 

Another  Coptic  Christian  I  made  acquain- 
ance  with  this  time  was  Dr.  Makin  J.  Morcos 
/I8BS,  F.R.A.G.P.,  who  runs  Queens  Street 
dedical  Centre.  The  area  he  lives  and  works  is 
ailed  St.  Marys  (N.S.W.  2760).  He  is  a 
imminent  leader  of  his  community.  He  is  very 
nuch  interested  in  Church  matters.  He  regretted 
hat  their  visiting  bishop  had  returned  to  Egypt 
inly  a  week  before.  They  do  not  have  a  resident 
ishop  in  Australia.  There  are  a  lot  of  Coptic 
Christians  in  Sydney. 

There  are  two  Coptic  priests  I  met  in 
ydney  in  August  1987.  I  enquired  whether 
hey  were  still  in  Sydney.  I  was  informed 
hat  they  had  been  transferred  outside  Sydney. 
)ne  was  in  Canberra  and  the  other  in  Brisbane, 
think.  They  were  sent  in  opposite  directions, 
guessed  that  these  two  priests  had  some 
iifficulty  in  getting  along  in  one  place.  Actually 
t  is  a  familiar  problem  in  any  Church,  in  any 
country. 

Dr.  Morcos  gave  us  a  magazine  called  The 
~lopts  :  Christians  of  Egypt  published  by  the 
American  and  Canadian  Cootie  Commission, 
minted  in  New  Jersy,  U.  S.  A.  The  Vol  16, 
>lo.  I  and  2,  January  1989  has  several  articles  in 
English  and  Arabic  regarding  the  rights  of  the 
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Coptic  Christians.  It  had  reprinted  an  arti 
on  Assyrians  from  Turlock  Journal,  Calif  (A 
13,  1988).  The  last  sentence  in  that  artich 
worth  reproducing. 

“The  worst  thing  to  happen  to  a  minority 
to  be  discriminated  against,  unknown  to  t 
outside  world.” 

Dr.  Morcos  asked  us  many  questions  ab< 
our  ancient  Church.  Although  a  layman 
showed  much  interest  in  the  Church.  He 
critical  of  what  is  happening  in  his  homela 
Egypt.  He  suggested  that  I  record  a  sm 
speech  about  the  history  of  the  Church  in  In 
and  give  it  to  him  so  that  he  could  broadcas 
in  the  weekly  radio  programme  which  the  Cof 
Association  in  Sydney  has.  I  regret  Inever  \ 
time  to  oblige  him. 

The  Coptic  Christians  in  Australia  have  i 
same  problem  like  the  other  immigri 
communities.  They  do  not  think  of  going  b i 
to  Egypt.  Their  children  do  not  learn  Cop 
language  used  in  the  Churches.  In  the  Cop 
Church  in  Sydney,  I  attended  ir.  August  198' 
noticed  three  languages  were  used:  Engl i 
Arabic  and  Coptic.  Gradually  Arabic  a 
Coptic  will  give  way  to  English  which  is  the  oi 
language  that  unites  the  scores  of  ethnic  grot 
migrating  to  Australia. 


CHAPTER  9 

inoiRns  in  svdoev 

Rev.  George  Oommen,  doing  his  Ph.  D.  in 
history  at  the  University  of  Sydney,  phoned  me 
up  on  the  day  of  my  arrival.  The  television  news 
saved  me  the  trouble  of  contacting  my  Indian 
friends.  The  next  day  being  Easter  day  he  invi¬ 
ted  me  to  preach  in  the  Malayalam  service.  As 
I  had  already  preached  in  Malayalam  in  that 
congregation  in  1987,  I  was  no  stranger  to  them. 

None  of  them  belonged  to  my  Church.  Still 

1  was  acceptable  to  them  without  feeling  the 
denominational  barrier. 

As  my  first  obligation  was  to  my  Assyrian 
Church,  I  told  them  I  would  conduct  Qurbana  in 
the  Assyrian  Church  in  Fairfield  and  then  would 
join  the  Malayalam  congregation  for  lunch  and 
speak  for  a  few  minutes. 

The  Malayalee  Christians  are  meeting  for 
worship  at  the  Bellevwe  Uniting  Church  in  the 
corner  of  the  Punchboll  Road  and  Linda  street. 
After  lunch  with  Indian  curry  and  rice  prepared 
in  different  Indian  homes  and  brought  to  the 
Church,  the  members  gathered  inside  the  Church 
tc  listen  to  me. 
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After  the  gathering,  the  Rev.  Geo 
Oommen,  who  is  the  honorary  pastor  of  1 
congregation  and  Dr.  K.  C.  Abraham  who  is 
secretary  of  this  ecumenical  congregation,  invi 
me  again  to  lead  them  in  a  worship  two  Sund 
later.  I  did  so  and  played  my  sit ar  too. 

From  my  two  books  on  jokes,  I  crac! 
some.  Rev.  George  Oommen’s  son  Anand  lil 
my  books  on  jokes.  He  read  it.  He  repeated  so 
of  them  and  laughed  aloud.  As  he  is  a  srr 
boy,  I  knew  that  he  did  not  grasp  the  mean 
of  these  jokes.  “Why  did  you  laugh?’'.  I  c< 
fronted  him.  He  replied  smartly  that  he  did  r 
have  to  grasp  the  meaning.  Since  they  w 
jokes  he  was  supposed  to  laugh  along  with  oth 
who  must  have  grasped  the  meaning. 

Anand  drew  a  picture  of  mine  with  a  lc 
beard  and  a  chain  with  a  cross  hanging  aroi 
my  neck.  On  the  top  of  his  drawing  he  w;r 
“Fo  Dr,  Mar  Aprem,  God  is  good.  Anan 
On  the  other  side  of  the  paper  he  drew  a  sn 
boy  with  a  smiling  face  and  wrote  the  capt 
“Me'1.  He  presented  this  memento  to  me. 

Anand’s  little  sister  also  wanted  to  talk  w 
me.  When  the  children  had  come  near  me  £ 
started  talking  with  me,  their  father  would 
“No.  Don’t  go  close  to  him.  He  is  a  bish< 
Don’t  play  with  him.” 
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Malayalee  dinners  were  arranged  in  the 
homes  of  Rev.  George  Oommen,  Dr.  K.  C. 
Abraham  andThampi.  I  had  taken  Fr.  K.  Thoma 
and  other  Assyrian  friends  as  escorts.  I  do  not 
know  whether  they  enjoyed  the  hot  Indian  curry. 
Certainly  they  did  not  understand  what  we  spoke 
in  Malayalam.  It  must  have  been  miserable  for 
them.  They  could  not  guess  the  meaning  of 
even  a  single  word  while  I  understood  at  least 
half  of  what  thay  were  talking  when  they  spoke 
Assyrian. 

More  Malayalee  friends  were  willing  to 
invite  me  for  meals.  But  I  told  them  that  my 
Assyrian  hosts  were  worried  about  my  safety, 
whenever  I  went  outside.  Moreover  I  should 
not  be  away  from  the  “Metropolitan’s  Palace’’, 
whenever  Assyrian  friends  came  to  see  me. 

Dr.  K.  Ittimani,  Mr.  John  Philip  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Mathai  are  the  friends  whom  I  could 
meet  after  one  and  a  half  years.  Mr.  Thomas 
Mathai’s  mother-in-law,  Mrs.  Tity  Joseph,  my 
neighbour  from  Trichur,  was  happy  to  hear  news 
from  her  home  town. 

Malayalees  were  happy  to  see  me.  They 
offered  to  drive  me  around  for  sight  seeing  in  the 
city  during  week  ends.  But  there  was  no  time 
or  me  to  take  advantage  of  their  hospitality- 
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Assyrians  wanted  to  take  me  around  and  I 
not  wish  my  Indian  friends  to  be  troubled. 

St.  Thomas’  Day  celebration  is  one  of 
important  celebrations  of  Malayalee  Christi; 
in  Sydney.  For  this  function  the  Malaya 
Christians  invite  others.  In  1988  the  function  \ 
held  in  the  St.  Thomas  Anglican  Church,  Roz< 
(corner  of  Darling  St.  &Victoria  Rd)  on  3rd  Ji 
A  small  leaflet  in  English  was  distributed.  T 

told  the  history  of  the  St  Thomas  Christians 
India.  A  photo  of  St  Thomas  with  black  be; 

was  printed  on  this  leaflet.  It  was  a  good  oc 
sion  for  the  Christians  of  Kerala  to  tell  ot 

Christians  in  Sydney  about  their  history  i 
tradition.  St.  Thomas  Day  is  celebrated 

Malayalee  Christians  in  Rome,  New  Yo 
Germany,  almost  every  important  place  on  t 
planet  earth. 

Dr.  K.  C.  Abaham,  whom  we  call  ‘A 
teaches  English  in  the  Wetheril  Park  College 
Fairfield.  He  is  the  course  co-ordinator  of 

outreach  programme  of  Wetheril  Park  Colie 
These  courses  are  designed  for  those  who  w 

deprived  of  regular  College  Studies.  There 
no  age  limit  for  these  courses,  meant  for  unen 
loyed  people  and  non-English  speaking  peop 

K.  C.  Abraham  is  co-ordinating  several  practi 
courses  such  as  animal  husbandry,  hospitali 
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office  skills,  small  business,  flower  arrangement, 
atering,  fashion,  computers  and  what  not. 

In  addition  to  being  the  secretary  of  the 
cumenical  congregation  he  is  also  the  President 
>f  the  Malayalee  Association  which  consists  of 
Christians,  Muslims  and  Hindus  from  Kerala 
iving  in  Sydney. 

Kairali  is  the  annual  publication  of  the 
iydney  Malayalee  Association.  It  has  excellent 
rticles  in  Malayalam  and  English.  The  addresses 
nd  phone  numbers  of  the  members  are  also 
irinted  in  this  annual  publication.  There  are 
even  people  with  the  name  Thomas.  The  name 
Tomas  tops  the  list  because  St.  Thomas  is  the 
apostle  who  brought  Christianity  to  India, 
jeorge,  Mathew  and  Joseph  has  the  second 
lace  with  six  each.  Two  people  are  Mathai. 
f  they  are  counted  with  Mathew  it  can  top  the 
ist. 

They  celebrate  Onam  festival  and  also  India 
ight,  and  Indian  Independence  Day.  In  April 
ley  have  their  Annual  Entertainment.  In  1988 
lr.  C.  M.  Bhandari,  Deputy  High  Commissioner 
d  India  in  Canberra,  sent  his  regrets  when  invi- 
;d.  But  in  1989  April  he  attended  the  function, 
ecause  of  dinner  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Varghese 
.urien  I  could  not  go  in  time. 
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“I  know  you”  said  Deputy  High  Commi 
sioner  Mr.  Bhandari  when  I  was  introduced 
him  by  Dr.  K.  C.  Abraham.  I  said  it  could  t 
a  mistaken  identity.  I  did  not  know  you.  B 
he  insisted  that  he  knew  me.  He  explained  1 
have  been  seeing  you  on  TV.”  Oh,  yes,  I  myse 
saw  me  twice  on  TV.  Salman  Rushdie  and  myse 
were  the  only  Indians  shown  on  TV  on  tho: 
days.  Ofcourse  Rushdie  is  not  an  Indian  cit ize 
any  more. 

The  variety  entertainment  was  of  super 
quality.  Although  my  sitar  was  in  the  car,  I  d] 
not  dare  to  take  it  out,  as  it  would  have  bee 
a  poor  show  if  I  had  played  that  instrumen 
The  quality  of  singing  and  of  the  music; 
accompaniments  was  something  which  tb 
Keralites  of  Sydney  could  be  proud  of. 

I  could  not  find  time  to  meet  Indians  ( 

othei  states  as  I  did  in  1987  at  Melbourni 

There  are  a  lot  of  Punjabis,  Gujarathi 

Bengalees,  Tamilians,  Anglo-Indians  an 

others  from  India  who  have  found  good  jobs  i 
Sydney. 


CHAPTER  10 


FAREWELL  DlfinER 

Saturday  evening  is  the  time  for  receptions, 
arewells  and  such  other  gatherings.  People 
vere  free  that  evening.  The  functions  can  be 
>rolonged  to  the  early  hours  of  the  morning  as 
here  is  no  work  on  Sundays.  My  final  Saturday 
yas  on  15th  April  89.  Therefore  my  farewell 
[inner  was  planned  for  15th,  although  I  would 
lave  three  days  more  with  them. 

It  was  a  well  planned  f unction.  Mr.  Zaia 
A.  Kalo  being  the  President  of  the  Church 
Committee  was  very  much  in  command  of  the 
unction. 

Ravina  Joudo,  niece  of  the  late  Lanson 
oudo,  former  President  of  the  Church  Com- 
littee,  was  the  Master  of  Ceremonies  I  do 
ot  know  whether  the  women’s  liberation  people 
refer  “Mistress  of  Ceremonies.”  Anyhow  the 
eminine  form  also  begins  with  an  ‘M.’  Hence 
st  us  say  “Emcee”  for  the  Master  of  Ceremonies, 
/hether  it  is  a  ‘he’  or  a  'she.1 

Without  exaggeration  everybody  would 
gree  that  Ravina  handled  the  4  hour  gathering 


94 


SYDNEY  TO  CANBERE 


extremely  well,  much  better  than  any  man  i 
that  gathering  could  have  done.  She  is  fluer 
in  both  Assyrian,  and  English.  She  recited  th 
poems  composed  by  some  for  the  occasior 
Being  an  assistant  Co-ordinator  to  the  “Bells  o 
Marth  Mariyam”  Assyrian  Radio  Programme 
she  is  competent  to  handle  the  announcement 

in  a  manner  to  be  understood  not  only  by  all  i: 
that  large  gathering  packed  the  full  in  th 

Church  hall  but  also  the  overflow  audience  i: 
the  Parking  area. 

An  eight  page  booklet  was  printed  with  m 
photograph  on  the  front  cover.  In  addition  U 
the  programme  for  the  evening  it  containe< 
greetings  from  the  Church  Council,  my  brie 
biography,  letter  to  the  Director  of  SBS 
station  in  North  Sydney  and  a  short  advice  fron 
the  President  Mr.  Zaia  Kalo. 

The  following  few  sentences  from  th 
speech  is  an  indication  of  the  appreciation  the; 

have  for  the  humble  services  I  have  renderedfo 
them. 


May  the  Lord  Almighty  God  bles 
you  and  guide  you  safely  to  continue  you 
struggle  for  achievements  of  peace,  lovi 

and  unity  into  our  beloved  Church,  th< 
Church  of  the  East  which  has  beei 
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established  on  the  eternal  law  of  love  as 
exemplified  by  Jesus  Christ,  our  Saviour. 

We  are  also  very  lucky  to  have  such  a 
wonderful  faithful  Metropolitan,  who  has 
distanced  himself  from  those  self  pro¬ 
claimed  prelates  whose  functions  in 
preaching  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  has 
proved  deceitful  to  innocent  people  for 
the  expansion  of  their  personal  wealth.” 

However,  it  has  now  proved  to 
Assyrians  in  particular  and  the  history 
will  testify  that  in  the  near  future,  that 
all  disastrous  eventualities  and  harmful 
episodes  so  far  the  innocent  Assyrians 
incurred  were  attributed  to  the  sheer 
misleading  by  an  autocratic  Church 
administration  who  are  self-appointed 
contrary  to  the  scriptural  principles  and 
synodical  tenets. 

Nothing  uplifts  a  person  to  pro¬ 
minent  popularity  but  his  good  deeds, 
fear  of  God  and  tireless  efforts  concluded 
in  the  realm  of  National  objectivity.” 

Corepiscopa  Abdualla  Khoury  from  the 
rrian  Orthodox  Church  in  Sydney  was  one  of 
e  honoured  guests.  He  spoke  in  his  language, 
it  I  understood  most  of  it  realising  that  Shaino , 
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alaho,  leqaro  and  Qashisho  should  be  converts 
to  Shaina,  alaha,  Ieqara  and  Qashisha  accordir 
to  our  eastern  Syriac  pronunciation.  Westet 
Syrians  say  ‘o’  for  ‘a’. 

Rev.  Gerge  Oommen  spoke  on  behalf  of  tl 
Kerala  Christians  in  Sydney.  Dr.  K.  C.  Abrahan 
President  of  the  Kerala  Association,  ha 
accompanied  the  Rev.  George  Oommen  to  th 
dinner. 

Mr.  Shmouel  Warda,  Secretary  General  c 
the  Assyrian  Universal  Alliance  which  ha 
branches  in  many  countries,  spoke  in  fluer 
English  felicitating  me.  We  were  in  corre; 
pondence  some  years  ago.  In  the  recent  year 
I  had  lost  touch  with  him.  It  was  nice  to  rene 
our  “pen’’  friendship  with  a  real  warm  meeting 

Youth  Group  of  the  Church  presented  cho 
songs.  The  Babylon  Cultural  Association  >  oul 
Group  staged  Assyrian  National  Dance.  Thei 
was  an  Assyrian  Folklore  Dance  presented  t 
the  Youth  Group  of  the  Church  which  was  indee 
colourful. 

My  reply  speech  which  was  a  major  item  i 
the  Agenda  was  scheduled  for  1 1 .30  p.  m. 
noticed  older  people  living  at  a  distance  gettin 
up  to  go  after  10.30  p.  m.  Therefore  I  insiste 
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nat  I  should  begin.  Thus  around  10.45  p.  m., 
ly  speech  was  announced.  I  spoke  for  about  one 
our  in  English  mixing  it  with  enough  Assyrian 
ords  avoiding  thereby  the  ordeal  of  the  inter- 
•eter.  I  wished  I  could  speak  directly  to  the 
jople.  I  promised  again,  as  I  did  in  1962  in  the 
ssyrian  service  in  Ealing,  London  that  I  would 
arn  enough  Assyrian  language  to  speak  to 

lem.  It  is  a  promise  yet  to  be  fulfilled  even 
'ter  27  years. 

In  the  farewell  dinner  our  priests  Corepiscopa 
rael  Khoury,  Qashisha  Kiwarkis  Thoma, 
;acons  and  several  lay  leaders  were  present, 
i  addition  to  the  Assyrians  already  mentioned 
some  of  the  preceding  chapters,  perhaps  it 
fitting  that  I  should  mention  the  names  of 
)me  more  Assyrians  who  were  there.  Esho 
ewo,  the  tall  bearded  Assyrian,  was  a  former 
"esident  of  the  Committee.  He  had  seen  me 
August  1988  in  Chicago  when  I  met  his  cousin 
onadham.  Edward  Sabri,  the  Treasurer  of 
e  Church  Committee,  was  there.  William 
aniel.  President  of  the  Assyrian  Sports  & 
ultural  Club,  with  his  ever  smiling  face, 
diated  joy. 

Golden  Scales  Studio  was  there  recording 
e  whole  event.  When  1  saw  that  video  film 
India  I  realised  with  what  professional 

ficiency  these  young  Assyrians,  who  own  the 
olden  Scale  Studio,  had  acquitted  themselves. 
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CHAPTER  11 


TO  CfiflBERRfi 

The  day  before  I  returned  from  Aust 
Mr.  Zaia  M.  Kalo,  Fr.  Kiwarkis  Thoma 
myself  drove  south  to  visit  Canberra.  In 
August,  Patriarch  Mar  Adhai  II  and  myself 
planned  to  drive  through  Canberra  when  g 
to  Sydney  from  Melbourne.  Last  minute  cha 
in  the  programme  said  that  we  should  fly  f 
Melbourne  to  Sydney.  Hence  we  missed 
opportunity. 

This  time  we  made  it  to  Canberra.  Ins 
of  driving  straight  to  the  Federal  capital  cit 
planned  to  take  a  longer  route  and  enjoy 
scenic  beauty  on  the  way. 

Morton  National  Park 

Fitzroy  Falls  is  in  the  Morton  National  F 
It  is  about  160  kilometers  south  of  Sy< 
and  100  kilometers  north  of  Goulburn 
40  kilometers  north-west  of  Noura  on  the  f 
Vale-Noura  Road. 

From  Fairfield  Mr.  Zaia  Kalo  drov 
through  Wollongong  to  Albion  Park.  With  s 
difficulty  we  made  our  way  through  Kang 
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alley.  We  could  see  the  beautiful  land,  trees, 
ills,  etc.  The  Flora  and  Fauna  of  the  area  are 
tractive  and  of  interest  to  students  of  natural 
;ience. 

Morton  National  Park  is  one  of  the  larger 
ational  Parks  of  N.  S.  W.  covering  an  area  of 
ver  150,000  hectares.  Fitzroy  Falls  is  at  the 
Drthern  end  of  the  park.  The  former  name  of 
itzroy  Falls  was  “Throsby’s  Water  falls.”  Dr. 
harles  Throsby  was  the  first  visitor  to  this 
>cality  in  March  1818,  when  he  camped  at 
arrunga  Creek.  ‘Throsby’s’  was  changed  to 
itzroy  in  March  1850,  when  Sir  Charles  Fitzroy, 
te  then  Governor  of  New  South  Wales,  visited 
lis  place 

We  walked  through  the  tracks  and  took 
ctures  at  the  “lookouts”.  After  walking 
rough  the  picnic  area  with  fire  places  and 
ptic  toilets  we  went  to  the  visitor  center  which 
11s  books  providing  information  about  this 
mous  Falls.  Outside  we  looked  at  the  big 
ap.  A  man  asked  us  where  we  wanted  to  go. 
e  told  him  that  we  were  headed  to  Canberra, 
e  showed  us  the  route  to  Noura  in  the  map. 
oni  Noura  we  could  go  to  Canberra.  If  we 
d  not  want  to  go  to  Noura  (40  km  from  Fitzroy 
ills),  we  could  go  back  to  Moss  Vale  (20  km) 
id  drive  down  to  Canberra, 
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As  we  did  not  have  any  scheduled  prograr 
in  Canberra  we  drove  leisurely.  A 
driving  for  sometime  we  had  tea  in  a  restau 
at  CAMBEWARRA  lookout.  We  bougl 
pure  linen  cloth  with  pictures  of  Tea  Ro< 
Hampden  Bridge  and  others,  hand  printed,  n 
by  RAMDA.  It  is  a  good  souvenir  hanging 
my  wall  now. 

Shoalhaven 

The  city  of  Shoalhaven  is  described  in  t 
information  Booklet  as  ‘a  city  for  all  seasoi 
where  is  something  for  the  young,  the  old 
those  in  between.’  The  information  Boo 
has  the  following  attractive  invitation  to 
visitors. 


It  is  a  ‘City  of  the  plenty’  ar 
becoming  more  popular  every  day. 
growth  rate,  one  of  the  highest  in 
nation,  is  now  running  at  approxima 
4  percent  per  annum  and  our  popula 
is  62,000. 

The  Shoalhaven,  which  stret 
from  Berry  to  Durras  North,  has 
ocean,  bay  and  lakeside  beaches,  1 
rolling  pastures,  craggy  mountain  ha 
and  bush  trails. 
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Tourism  is  one  of  the  City’s  main 
industries.  We  have  a  reputation  for 
looking  after  our  visitors,  so  please  feel 
welcome. 

Remember,  we  have  a  temperate 
climate  and  there’s  always  something  to  do. 

We  did  not  have  much  time  to  explore  the 
Shoalhaven  area.  We  drove  through  the  Princess 
Highway  and  passed  through  Ulladulla.  At 
Ulladulla  we  realised  that  we  had  to  travel  a 
long  way  to  Canberra.  We  were  hungry  too. 

From  Ulladulla  we  drove  through  the 
Woodburn  state  forest,  Ternseil  state  forest  and 
Benandarah  state  forest.  When  we  reached 
Balteman’s  Bay  I  spotted  the  place  on  the  map 
and  remarked  that  there  was  still  a  long  way  to 

go- 


I  was  impressed  by  the  number  of  Churches 
in  the  Shoalhaven  area.  The  information 
Booklet  referred  to  earlier  lists  the  names  and 
the  telephone  numbers  of  the  Churches  in  the 
area.  It  will  help  the  tourists  to  attend  the 
Church  of  their  choice.  The  information  may 
not  be  indicative  of  the  representative  size  of 
each  Christian  denomination.  Still  it  gives  some 
clue.  The  Anglicans  top  the  list  with  10 
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Churches.  The  Catholics  have  the  second  pla< 
with  9  Churches.  The  Uniting  Church  h; 
eight.  The  Presbyterians  and  the  Baptists  ha> 
four  each.  Jehovah  Witnesses  and  the  Assen 
blies  of  God  have  two  each.  The  remainir 
Christian  denominations  in  that  area  have  or 
Church  each.  They  are  the  following. 

1 .  Church  of  Christ 

2.  New  Life  Covenant  Church 

3.  Seventh  Day  Adventist 

4.  (Mormon  Church  of  Latter  Day  Saints. 

5.  Christian  Science 

6.  Christian  Life  Centre 

7.  Interdenominational 

8.  Church  of  God 

9.  Community  Church  of  God 

10.  Meroo  Christian  Church 

11.  Union  Church 

12.  New  Apostolic  Church 

13.  Christian  Ministry  Pentecostal 

There  is  a  Church  of  Bahai  Faith  also. 

Canberra  is  only  300  km  away  from  Sydney 
by  direct  route.  But  the  route  we  had  take 
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covered  nearly  500  km.  Anyhow  as  our  intention 
was  to  see  places  we  did  not  regret  the  long 
route  we  took  through  the  Shoalhaven,  the  south 
coast  region  of  New  South  Wales  state. 

Canberra 

At  5  p.  m.  we  reached  Canberra.  First  we 
went  to  the  newly  built  Parliament  building.  We 
walked  one  full  round  around  the  building  to 
find  the  front  entrance.  As  we  entered  we 
guessed  that  the  front  entrance  could  be  any  one 
on  the  four  sides.  As  a  matter  of  fact  there  are 
entrances  on  all  four  sides.  But  to  visitors  one 
of  the  four  entrances  was  the  front  entrance.  It 
was  a  good  exercise  for  me  to  walk  around  this 
building. 

It  was  a  little  chilly  as  I  had  left  my  black 
outer  garment  inside  the  car  which  was  parked 
on  one  side.  I  deliberately  left  my  headgear  in 
the  car  because  it  would  be  blown  off  my  head 
in  the  strong  wind  blowing  at  that  elevation. 
Since  the  Parliament  building  was  at  such  an 
altitude  we  could  see  the  whole  city  from  its 
grounds,  as  we  see  cities  from  the  top  of  a  tall 
building. 

Bob  Hawke,  the  third  term  Prime  Minister 
of  Australia,  works  there.  He  is  a  well  known 


104 


SYDNEY  TO  CANBERR 


personality  in  India.  Way  back  in  1952,  as  , 
young  man  he  attended  the  World  Christiai 
Youth  Assembly  in  Kottayam,  Kerala.  Bein: 
the  son  of  a  Clergyman  Bob  Hawke  was  mucl 
involved  in  Christian  activities.  But  at  Kottayan 
he  lost  his  faith  in  the  established  Church.  A 
the  bishops  in  Kerala  feasted  the  foreigi 
delegates  for  a  Christmas  dinner,  the  young  Boi 
Hawke  noticed  the  poor  people  outside  who  di< 
not  have  enough  to  eat.  This  made  him  a  rebe 
in  the  Church. 

The  next  assembly  of  the  World  Council  oi 
Churches  is  going  to  be  held  in  Canberra  it 
Feb  1991  Some  delegates  of  1952  Youtl 
Assembly  who  entertained  Bob  Hawke  ii 
Kotiayam  may  be  there  after  38  years.  Let  u: 
hope  that  the  950  delegates  of  this  assembly 
would  find  a  better  Canberra,  where  poverty  i 
eradicated  and  justice  and  equality  prevail.  Bol 
Hawke,  a  less  enthusiastic  Christian  now  that 
in  1952,  might  be  there,  as  Mikhail  Gorbachei 
was  present  in  the  millenial  celebration  of  th( 
Church  in  Russia  last  year. 

When  the  provisional  Parliament  House  was 
dedicated  on  9  May  1927,  the  religious  ceremom 
was  conducted  by  the  three  major  Protestant 
denominations  in  the  country — the  Anglican 
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church,  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  the 
Methodist  Church. 

Exactly  61  years  later,  on  9  May  1988  when 
his  new  Parliament  House  was  opened,  the 
eremony  had  a  wider  leadership.  The  Roman 
Catholic  Cardinal  was  conspicuous  with  his  purple 
kull  cap,  black  robe,  and  white  stole.  The 
iresence  of  the  non-Christian  religious  leaders 
lade  the  service  more  meaningful  to  the  ethnic 
iversity  of  the  nation  today. 

In  addition  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Cardinal 
-lancy,  Orthodox  Archbishop  Stylianos,  Anglican 
lishop  Owen  Dowling,  Uniting  Church  of 
Lusti alia  s  President  Rev.  Ian  B.  Tanner,  the 
allowing  religious  dignitaries  were  present. 

Rabbi  Ronald  Lubofsky  of  St.  Kilda  Hebrew 
Congregation,  Victoria. 

Dr.  M.  A.  El-  Erian,  Chief  Advisor  to  the 
Australian  Federation  of  Islamic  Councils. 

Mr.  Manjit  Singh  Sekhon,  President  of  the 
Sikh  Cultural  Society  of  Victoria; 

The  Most  Venerable  Thic  Phuoc  Hue, 
President  of  the  Vietnamese  Buddhist  Fede¬ 
ration  of  Australia, 

Ms  Matilda  House,  Ngunnawal  people,  the 
original  inhabitants  of  Capital  Hill,  the  site 
of  the  Parliament  House; 
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6.  Mr.  William  Me  Farlane,  President-Gener 
of  the  Baptist  Union  of  Australia; 

7.  Abbot  Phara  Kjru  Samai,  Therava< 
Buddhist  tradition. 

This  religious  ceremony  attended  by  the  l 
Senator  Michael  Tate,  President  of  the  Parli 
mentary  Christian  Fellowship,  as  well  as  Prir 
Minister  Bob  Hawke  ended  with  the  beautif 
hymn  “For  Australia’"  written  by  Micha 
Rayner  Thwaites  and  Honor  Mary  Thwaiti 
This  hymn  emphasised  the  multi  cultural  herita 
of  the  present  citizens  of  Australia.  It  was  sui 
to  the  tune  of  “Praise  my  Soul.” 

From  the  Parliament  building  we  went 
the  busy  parts  of  the  city.  We  telephoned 
Sydney  to  say  that  we  were  still  in  Canberra 
7  p.  m.  and  we  would  be  home  by  10  p.  m.  As 
was  my  final  evening  in  Australia  some  peoj 
were  present  in  the  Church  to  bid  me  good  b; 

Fr.  K.  Thoma  began  to  persuade  me  to  e; 
But  I  knew  that  I  would  be  forced  to  eat  ag£ 

in  Sydney  when  I  returned.  Therefore  I  i 
only  a  light  meal.  “Next  time  you  should  r 

visit  us  in  Lent,”  stated  Kalo. 

A  drunkard  was  sitting  all  alone.  He  had 
empty  bottle  in  his  hand.  He  pointed  it  to  ! 
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;r.  K.  Thoma  told  him  that  it  was  not  good  for 
im  to  drink.  The  drunkard  appreciated  it  and 
nodded  assent.  I  felt  sympathy  for  many  men 

ike  this,  forsaken  by  their  families,  not  finding 
lappiness  even  in  the  bottles  in  their  hands. 

Zaia  Kalo  started  the  drive  back  home. 
100  Km  would  take  3  hours  if  we  went  at  100  Km. 
peed.  But  he  made  it  in  hours.  Our  average 
peed  must  have  been  120  Kms.  Along  the  one- 
vay  high  ways  it  was  easy  to  drive.  Even  in 
ndia  where  vehicles  come  from  all  directions, 
ind  cows  wander  around  freely,  some  drivers 
naintain  120  Km,  per  hour. 

It  must  be  stated  to  the  credit  of  the  drivers 
n  Australia  that  I  did  not  come  across  any  road 
iccident  during  the  24  days  in  that  country.  But 
is  soon  as  I  returned  to  India  in  the  50  mile 
distance  from  the  Cochin  airport  to  my 
lometown  Trichur  I  noticed  two  traffic  accidents. 


CHAPTER  12 

BACK  TO  inDIfl 

My  return  flight  was  scheduled  for  a  Tuesda; 
Most  of  our  people  were  busy  working  in  th 
forenoon.  Some  friends  bade  good  bye  th 
previous  evening.  Personally  I  did  not  want  t 
trouble  people  with  coming  to  the  airport,  a  Ion 
distance  from  Fairfield  area. 

Although  we  returned  late  from  Canberr 
the  previous  evening,  several  people  had  gathere< 
in  the  house  of  Harry  Nana  to  have  photograph 
with  me.  The  young  partners  of  the  Golde 
Scale  Studio  came  to  present  me  with  a  copy  o 
the  video  film  they  had  taken  at  the  farewe 
dinner  in  my  honour  on  Saturday  15th  April  i 
the  Church  hall. 

I  distributed  some  small  presents  which 

had  taken  with  me  from  India.  Some  of  th 
ladies  who  used  to  come  to  the  house  of  Harr 

Nana  were  also  there  to  say  good-bye. 

Satanic  verses  written  by  Salman  Rushdie,  th 
Indian  who  migrated  to  England,  was  brought  t 
me  by  Loulu,  one  of  the  young  ladies,  a  cousi 

of  Harry  Nana,  who  used  to  visit  me  along  wit 
her  two  children.  As  we  could  not  get  this  boo 
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in  India  I  wanted  to  have  a  look  at  this  book 
while  in  Australia.  I  am  not  allowed  to  take 
this  book  to  India.  Hence  I  wanted  to  read  it 
in  Sydney  itself.  I  returned  the  book  to  Loulu 
although  I  had  only  skipped  through  it. 

Even  in  Sydney  it  was  not  easily  available 
in  the  market.  You  had  to  order  it  through  a 
bookstore  and  wait  until  there  was  a  supply. 
Feai  ing  the  attack  of  fanatic  Muslims,  the  book 
stores  were  also  not  keen  in  stocking  copies  of 
this  book,  banned  in  some  countries. 

As  this  book  was  denounced  by  the  late 
Ayatollah  Khomeini  I  was  naturally  keen  to  know 
how  blasphemous  the  book  was.  It  is  a  novel 
about  a  Mahout.  The  Mahout  has  similarity 
with  the  name  ot  the  Prophet  Mohammed. 
If  Rushdie  had  written  the  same  novel  about  a 
Mathew  or  a  Krishnan,  the  Moslems  would  not 
lave  been  provoked  so  much. 

Next  day  at  the  airport  a  lot  of  people  kept 
:oming  to  say  good  bye  to  me.  Deacon  Wardha 
\dams  was  there  with  his  tape  recorder.  As 
nentioned  earlier  he  is  the  co-ordinator  of  the 
‘Bells  of  St.  Mary”  Assyrian  radio  programme 
iroadcast  on  every  Wednesday.  As  more 
leople  were  coming  just  to  see  me  off  I  felt  that 
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it  was  not  appropriate  to  keep  answering  the 
questions  of  my  friend  Deacon  Wardha  all  th 
time.  The  interviewer  left  me  so  that  I  could  tall 
with  our  Assyrians  who  came  driving  long  dis 
tances  to  bid  me  good  bye. 

Mr.  Sekhar  Zacharia  Kellaitha,  in  spite  o 
his  old  age,  was  present  at  the  airport.  Severa 
people  wanted  to  be  photographed  with  me.  I 
was  a  happy  time.  Although  the  verdict  hac 
not  been  given  by  the  Supreme  Court  about  th 
Church  dispute  many  people  anticipated  that  i 
would  be  in  our  favour.  Some  wanted  me  t 
stay  longer  so  that  we  could  celebrate  the  victory 
I  did  not  stay.  We  did  not  win  the  case  either 

To  me,  celebrations  do  not  mean  much, 
discharged  my  duty  to  the  best  of  my  ability, 
had  responsibilities  waiting  for  me  in  India, 
told  those  beloved  Assyrians,  young  and  ok 
that  [  would  visit  them  again.  As  for  the  ol 
people  such  an  assurance  did  not  matter  mud 

Even  when  I  said  my  final  farewell  and  wer 
inside  the  security  area,  the  Assyrian  frienc 
said  that  they  would  stay  there  until  th 
aircraft  took  off.  They  felt  it  their  responsiblit 
to  see  to  my  safety  until  I  left.  Although 
advised  them  to  go  home,  as  they  could  not  st 
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me  inside  the  departure  area,  I  am  sure  most  of 
them  must  have  stayed  there  and  waved  at  the 
aircraft  as  it  took  off. 

It  was  on  18  April  1989  that  we  took  off 
from  Sydney  airport  at  12.40  noon  and  landed 
at  Melbourne  by  2  p  m.  Although  on  our 
inward  flight  to  Sydney  we  were  asked  to  get 
out  of  the  aircraft  at  Melbourne  airport  and  stay 
in  the  transit  area,  during  the  return  journey 
we  were  to  stay  in  the  aircraft  itself.  I  do  not 
know  why.  I  would  have  preferred  to  stay  in 
the  aircraft  while  coming,  as  it  was  only  6  a.  m. 
and  I  needed  sleep  rather  than  step  out  of  the 
aircraft  in  the  cold  (16°  centegrade  was  not  cold 
by  Australian  standard  but  it  was  cold  by  the 
Indian  especially  in  my  state  of  Kerala  where 
we  never  experienced  what  it  meant  to  be  below 
20°  centegrade.) 

As  we  were  instructed  to  stay  inside  the 
aircraft  in  Melbourne  with  an  additional  un¬ 
comfortable  instruction  not  to  use  the  toilets,  I 
decided  to  start  writing  this  chapter  of  this  book 
(I  hasten  to  add  here  that  I  had  not  written  the 
early  chapters  during  my  stay  in  Australia  as  it 
was  a  busy  time — visitors  and  all.)  I  took  the 
sheets  of  paper  which  I  had  brought  from  India 
to  write  this  travelogue;  but  then  I  saw  the 
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newspaper  The  Australian  and  I  began  to  read  it 
During  my  stay  in  Australia  I  did  not  read  much 
of  a  newspaper  except  on  4th  April,  when  m> 
picture  had  appeared  in  it.  Usually,  Australians 
do  not  read  newspapers.  They  see  the  news  in 
the  television.  In  India  also  I  see  such  a  change 
taking  placeslowly.  But  to  people  like  us  who 
do  not  own  a  television  set  the  newspaper  is  our 
early  morning  companion,  daily. 

Finally  I  started  writing.  After  writing  the 
outline  of  the  whole  book  I  got  myself  busy  with 
writing  this  final  chapter  on  the  return  journey. 
For  some  time  I  could  not  make  up  my  mind 
whether  I  should  write  the  early  chapters  and 
come  to  the  last  one  in  the  chronological  order 
or  vice  versa.  Finally  I  thought  it  better  to 
write  this  chapter  almost  at  the  same  time  as  it 
happened,  like  a  running  commentary. 

At  about  4  p.  m.  the  captain  announced  that 
we  were  overflying  the  city  of  Adelaide.  One 
day  I  would  like  to  visit  that  place.  1  peeped 
through  the  window  to  see  the  city  from  above. 
In  about  1 5  minutes  we  crossed  the  land  and  were 
above  the  waters  of  the  ocean. 

Some  body  asks  me  “Is  overflying  correct 
English?”  Pilots  can  speak  incorrect  English,  as 
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it  is  not  their  mother  tongue.  Leave  Alitalia 
alone.  Think  of  Air-India.  Khushwant  Singh 
the  celebrated  writer,  has  expressed  it  succinctly 
in  the  following  caustic  comment  in  his  account 
of  his  visit  to  Australia  in  his  travelogue 
“  Around  the  World  with  Khushwant  Singh ”,  P.  65 

“Their  staff  is  the  most  courteous 
and  their  food  delectable.  And  they 
murder  the  English  language  as  any 
Partriotic  Indian  would  like  to  murder 
the  language  of  a  race  that  ruled  us  for 
200  years.  At  one  time  this  linguicide 
was  performed  by  our  pretty  air-hostesses; 
now  it  is  performed  with  greater  efficiency 
by  the  captains  of  our  fleet  in  the  few 
seconds  they  use  the  internal  communi¬ 
cation  system.’’ 

The  steward  comes  in  with  the  menu. 
Mthough  I  am  a  vegetarian,  I  took  the  menu  to 
ind  what  I  was  missing.  During  Sydney  to 
Melbourne  flight  there  is  a  snack  ( Sputino  in 
talian  language)  and  between  Melbourne  and 
ingapore  there  is  lunch  ( Colaziore )  and  ref resil¬ 
ient  (Rinfresco).  After  Singapore  there  will  be 
tinner  ( Pranzo ).  Between  Bombay  and  Rome 

rack  and  breakfast  (Prima  Colaziore)  will  be 
:rved.  In  the  menu  all  items  of  food  were 
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printed  in  English  and  Italian.  Perhaps  for  the 
benefit  of  the  readers  who  had  never  traveller 
abroad,  I  should  write  down  the  items  of  the 
lunch.  They  are  Baked  Tortellini,  Sirloin  steal 
“Pizzaiola”,  Noisette  Potatoes,  Buttered  Vege 
tables,  Mixed  Salad,  Cheese,  Pear  Tart,  Coffee 
The  words  mentioned  above  are  in  Englisl 
language  although  some  words  may  sound  strange 

I 

As  for  the  Vegetarian  meal  which  I  got  as 
per  my  request  I  do  not  know  the  names.  It  is 
necessary  to  record  here  for  the  benefit  of  the 
travellers  that  it  is  not  possible  to  get  vegetarian 
food  if  one  does  not  order  it  atleast  one  da> 
earlier.  There  are  some  passengers  who  ask  foi 
vegetarian  meal  while  food  is  being  served.  It  is 
possible  in  Indian  Airlines  as  they  usually  carr> 
a  large  number  of  vegetarian  packets.  But  in 
international  airlines,  it  is  out  of  question. 

It  is  not  only  vegetarian  meal  they  provide 
at  our  request,  but  also  diabetic  meal,  cholesterol 
meal  etc.  I  was  surprised  and  amused  by  the 
variety  of  meals  they  will  provide  if  we  order 
previously.  The  following  is  in  the  list. 
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1.  gluten  free 

2.  diabetic 

3.  fat-low  residue 

4.  low  cholesterol- 
low  sodium  mild 

5.  no-salt 

6.  low  protein-low 
sodium  strict 

7.  semifluid 

8.  liquid 

9.  low  calorie 

10.  high  residue 

11.  low  fat  low  resi¬ 
due  low  sodium 
strict 

12.  diabetic  -  low 
sodium  strict 

13.  hnml 

14.  moml 

15.  vgml 

16.  sfml 

17.  ksml 

8.  chml 

9.  fruit  meal 

10.  no  carbohydrates 
:l.  no  red  meat 

12.  no  pork/beef 

13.  no  beef 
:4.  no  pork 
15.  lacto  vgml 

6.  strict  vgml 

7.  chicken  only 

8.  dbml 

19.  medical  dbml 
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30. 

low  cholesterol 

31. 

no  dairy  products 

32. 

vgml  no  dairy 
products 

33. 

low-fat 

34. 

low  sodium 

35, 

infant  meal 

36. 

soft-food 

37. 

Indian  vgml 

38. 

west  vgml 

39. 

orml 

40. 

oriental-vgml 

41. 

strict  dbml 

42. 

pritikin  diet 

43. 

post  weaning 

44. 

fat-free 

45. 

veganvgml 

46. 

high  protein-low 
fat 

47. 

fish  only 

48. 

ulcer  meal 

49. 

no  alcohol 

50. 

aibs 

51. 

low  fiber 

52. 

bland  diet 

53. 

low  phyantic  acid 

54. 

microbiotic 

55. 

orthodox  moslem 

56. 

orthodox  jew 

57. 

feingold  diet 

58. 

morman  meal 

and 

59. 

krishna  meal. 
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Before  we  leave  the  subject  of  food,  th 
following  line  printed  in  bold  letters  at  the  bottor 
of  the  4th  page  of  menu  caught  my  attentio 
“ALITALIA  HAS  BEEN  AWARDED  THE  GOLD  PLAQU 
OF  THE  ITALY  ACADEMY  OF  CUISINE/’ 

Having  eaten  a  sumptuous  meal  in  th 
Alitalia  I  would  not  question  the  fairness  of  th 
judges  of  that  award. 

I  began  to  read  the  newspaper  called  Th 
Australian.  It  costs  50  cents  i.e.,6  India 
rupees.  It  has  64  pages.  Pages  27  onward 
were  on  Computors  and  High  Technology .  I 
addition  to  giving  information  to  readers  abor 
computers  it  has  a  lot  of  advertisements  fc 

the  sale  of  computers  as  well  as  about  jo 
opportunities  for  the  people  working  o 
computers. 

The  only  news  about  India  in  that  64  paj 
newspaper  was  a  small  8  lines  one  column  nev 
item  as  follows:  “ India  missile  test.  New  Delh 
India  will  test  its  first  medium-range  ballist 
missile  with  a  2500  km  range  later  this  wee! 
expecting  to  boost  its  military  clout  in  the  regie 
and  self-reliance  in  defence,  government  officia 
said  last  night.” 

While  I  was  away  from  India  I  was  almo 
out  of  touch  with  the  daily  news.  Australiai 
are  not  in  the  habit  of  reading  newspapers  dail 
They  get  news  from  the  Television  set. 
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Although  many  Indians  today  depend  on  TV 
for  news,  I  am  still  a  newspaper  addict.  Yet  in 
Sydney  I  occasionally  watched  TV  for  news 
about  India  and  abroad.  One  remark  which 
made  me  laugh  was  when  the  Oscar  award  was 
presented  in  America  and  some  scenes  from  the 
movie  which  bagged  the  Oscar  was  televised  on 
30  March  89  Perhaps  it  was  a  live  programme 
from  the  U.  S.  A.  via  satellite.  In  one  portion 
of  the  movie  a  man  was  begging  a  girl  (his  wife 
or  so)  “Don’t  call  me  stupid'’.  Instant  came  the 
reply:  “All  right,  to  call  you  stupid  will  be  an 
insult  to  the  stupid  people.’’  Clever  girl  eh? 

At  10.20  p.  m.  (Singapore  time  is  8.20  p.m.) 
we  landed  in  Singapore  ahead  of  schedule.  Since 
we  had  a  50  minute  halt  we  were  allowed  to 
disembark.  The  crew,  however,  terminated 
their  journey  at  Singapore.  A  new  set  of  crew 
were  to  serve  us  from  Singapore  onwards. 

4  hours  and  45  minutes  is  the  time  required 
for  the  flight  from  Singapore  to  Bombay.  We 

took  off  from  Changi  airport  in  Singapore  at 
10  p.m.  Singapore  time.  We  reached  Bombay  at 
2.45  a.m.  But  as  there  is  a  difference  of  2-1 
hours  between  Singapore  and  India  the  Bombay 
time  was  12.15  a.m.  instead  of  2.45a.m.  on  the 
watch  of  most  of  us.  Of  course  I  had  not  set 
the  watch  back  at  Singapore.  Therefore  my 

watch  showed  4.45  a.m.  instead  of  12.15  a.m.  of 
the  Indian  time.  This  means  that  India  is  4| 
hours  behind  Australia. 


POSTSCRIPT 


On  page  1 10  of  this  book  I  made  a  cryptic  bui 
correct  remark,  “We  did  not  win  the  case 
either.”  For  the  purpose  of  a  travelogue,  ii 
would  suffice.  But  in  order  to  quench  the 
curiosity  of  many  Assyrian  readers  around  the 
world,  I  would  be  doing  a  useful  service,  if 
record  the  aftermath. 

The  newspapers  published  in  Sydney  in  the 
first  week  of  July’  89  had  devoted  a  lot  of  space 
attracting  the  attention  of  the  public,  to  this 
small  ethnic  community  of  ancient  faith. 

The  Sydney  Morning  Herald  of  July  3  reports 
Assyrians  defend  Church  against  rivals  and  law. 
The  long  report  begins  with  the  following 
lines. 

“Down  at  St.  Mary’s  Church  of  the  East1 
they  are  digging  in. 

Last  week,  the  Church  in  Polding  Street, 
Fairfield  became  the  flashpoint  in  a  four-year- 
old  conflict  between  competing  factions  of 
Sydney’s  Assyrian  community  when  one  group 
broke  in  and  changed  the  locks. 

Now  its  rivals  have  reclaimed  the  Church. 
And  they  have  sworn  to  fight  to  the  last  gasp 

to  keep  the  other  lot  out . ”  The  newspapet 

gives  t  he  photo  of  the  Church  with  the 
sign  of  occupation  hanging  in  front  which  reads 
‘Can't  claim  what  is  not  yours.” 
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The  same  newspaper  on  July  5th  has  three 
pictures  of  the  Assyrians  and  the  police  with 
the  statement,  “We  will  die  for  our  Church.” 
The  heading  of  the  news  is  Regular  dust-up  over 
disputed  Church.  It  begins: 

“Inside  the  courtroom,  both  parties  were 
models  of  decorum.  But  outside,  the  fists  flew 
when  200  Assyrian-Australians  resorted  to  direct 
tction  in  defence  of  the  Church  they  call  their 
own. 

More  than  50  police  officers  were  called  to 
Queens  Square  yesterday  when  opposing 
actions  from  Sydney’s  Assyrian  community 
^ame  to  blows  in  the  foyer  of  the  Supreme 
2ourt  building. 

A  man  was  hurt  and  several  police  officers 
^ere  knocked  about  bef ore  order  was  restored  ” 

The  next  day’s  newspaper  has  a  one  column 
ews  item  with  a  heading  Church  Conflict  Cools. 

The  conflict  did  not  cool  however.  It 
rupted  again.  There  was  a  brawl  on  July  8. 
hree  Assyrians  were  arrested  for  their  assault 
n  a  member  of  the  new  calendar  group.  On 
te  same  day  police  arrested  three  Assyrians 
om  the  new  calendar  group,  for  their  “revenge 
tack.”  Another  gang  attack  occurred  on  July 
)  in  Camden  St.  Fairfield  when  a  31-year-old 
an  was  assaulted  by  four  men. 

The  Sunday  Telegraph  of  July  16  has  a 
ve  column  news  with  an  upper  title  Warring 
hristian  factions  won't  turn  other  cheek.  The 
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main  heading  of  this  news  reads  Church  split  b) 
unholy  property  row. 

Another  newspaper  called  Fairfield  Advance. 
on  July  18  report  Church  War:  Eight  Charged 
It  has  a  sub  heading  Mayor  urges  peace.  This 
long  report  concludes  with  this  remark  about  the 
supporters  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Church  who 
called  the  judgement  of  Justice  Young  unjust: 
“They  reckon  the  law  is  wrong,  and  they  say  they 
would  rather  be  in  jail  than  give  up  the  Church. ” 

The  appeal  on  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  is  posted  before  a  division  bench  of  three 
judges  in  the  Supreme  Court  to  be  heard  on 
Angust  3  and  4.  Justice  Hope  expressed  a  hope 
that  both  parties  would  make  an  “eminentlj 
sensible  arrangement  ”  until  the  appea 
hearing.  Meanwhile  the  Premier  of  N.  S.  W 
asked  the  Chairman  of  the  N.  S.  W.  Ethnic 
Affairs  Commission,  Mr.  Stepan  Keerkyasharian, 
to  act  as  “an  honest  mediator’’  between  the 
two  warring  factions. 

At  the  time  of  writing  these  words  the  hear¬ 
ing  on  the  appeal  was  over.  But  the  judgement 
was  not  delivered  immediately.  By  this  time 
perhaps  it  might  have  been  delivered.  Who 
won?  What  were  the  repercussions?  I  do  not 
know. 

It  may  not  be  the  end  of  this  long  story. 
Perhaps  there  may  be  an  appeal  in  the  High 
Court  at  Canberra.  In  Australia  the  High  Court 
is  higher  than  the  Supreme  Court.  In  India  it  is 
the  other  way. 
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'or-episcopa  Israel  Khoury,  Jacob  Jacob,  Dr.  Boodakh 
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With  Or.  Boodakh  and  Harry  Nana 
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With  Sabri  Wanna  and  family 
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In  the  house  of  Sekhar  Zacharia  Kellaitha 
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